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VOR and YOU
-------------------------------------------------

1. Annual Meeting Updates
-------------------------------------------------

Planning continues for VOR’s June 2010 event in Washington, D.C. 
Here’s what’s new this week:

· Saturday Evening Networking Dinner: Plans Finalized!
Plans for VOR’s Annual Saturday evening networking dinner have been finalized.

On Saturday, June 5, at 6 pm, following the Annual Conference, VOR will host a dinner at the Dubliner Restaurant to allow VOR members to continue networking with like-minded advocates from across the country. Located within walking distance of the Liaison hotel, the dinner menu will include a salad, the choice of 6 entrees, dessert and a non-alcoholic beverage (special diets will be accommodated upon request). Cost is $35/person. Participation is optional.

· 4th Annual Capitol Hill Reception: Plans are coming together!
For the second year in a row, the office of Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz has provided their support in planning VOR’s annual Capitol Hill reception. This year’s reception will be held on Tuesday, June 8, 2010 in 2168 Rayburn House Office Building (the Gold Room) on Capitol Hill. Although it will be held after 4 pm to allow Initiative participants a full day of Congressional visits, the time for the reception is still being finalized.

· Online Registrations Coming Soon!

Very soon, VOR Annual Conference registrations will be accepted online. Details will be provided when this option becomes available.

· VOR is now accepting registrations the “old fashioned” way! 

VOR members who register early will receive an “early bird” rate of just $40 (if registered by April 1, 2010. Visit http://www.vor.net/events/ for a downloadable flyer and registration form. 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS

----------------------------------------------------------------

2. The Haiti Connection: Caregivers

----------------------------------------------------------------

Summary:  This article is from Massachusetts but is representative of the situation facing many caregivers of persons with developmental disabilities around the country in all residential settings. Many caregivers of our family members with mental retardation and developmental disabilities are immigrants from other countries. Those from Haiti are certainly feeling the emotional impact of the tragedy in their home country. In Massachusetts, and in other states where residential program face closures or cuts, the resulting impact on a program’s employees will come at a time that many Haitian employees are desperately trying to financially support loved ones in Haiti.  In short, one ripple impact of cuts and closures could well be the relief efforts by some for family in Haiti.

Workers fear Fernald closing could hurt Haiti

By Richard Conn/Daily News staff 

Daily News Tribune 

Jan 27, 2010

WALTHAM — Workers of Haitian descent at the Walter E. Fernald Developmental Center say the institution's impending closing could hurt their ability to help their families living in the earthquake-stricken Caribbean nation.

Members of Local 402 of the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) have scheduled a press conference at 4 p.m. tomorrow at Fernald with a dual agenda: First, to organize relief efforts for earthquake victims, and second, to discuss how closing Fernald and the potential layoffs could hurt those victims.

Fernald, on Trapelo Road, is the nation's oldest publicly funded institution that serves people with developmental disabilities.

Pharamond Conille, vice president of Local 402, said the union consists of about 650 members employed by the state Department of Developmental Services - mainly direct care providers at Fernald. Of that workforce, he said about 85 percent are of Haitian descent.

Conille said workers at Fernald have been worried about losing jobs since Gov. Deval Patrick announced plans to close the institution by July 1.

The Jan. 12, magnitude-7 earthquake that killed an estimated 150,000 has added to their worries, he said.

Workers who send money or other support to their families in Haiti may not be able to provide it if they don't have a job, he said.

"That is doubly traumatizing," Conille said.

Conille said union members of Haitian descent hope tomorrow's conference will let the governor know how closing Fernald could affect Haiti.

"Considering the catastrophe and that the whole world is involved with helping (the relief effort), we're calling for the governor to look at that," he said.

Conille said relatives of many union members were killed in the earthquake. One man, he said, lost eight family members.

Conille, who was born in Port-au-Prince, said he and his wife have also tragically felt the brunt of the quake.

"I've lost cousins, she's lost aunts and nieces," he said.

Conille said Fernald workers are also concerned about the effect closing Fernald would have on its longtime residents who would be sent to community-based settings.

The Patrick administration has said that Fernald has become too expensive to operate and that equal or better care could be provided at community settings.

During tomorrow's press conference, Conille said union members would talk about possible fundraising efforts for the earthquake victims. With the help of the AFSCME's main headquarters in Washington, D.C., Conille said the local union is hoping to raise more than $30,000 for them.

In addition, Conille said Local 402 would start a clothing drive and hopes to also bring in emergency supplies as well.

Conille also said the union hopes to come up with enough money to allow a "small contingent" from its group to travel to Haiti soon to help with relief efforts there.

$$ STATE NEWS $$
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4.  States Shift Financial Troubles to Disability Community: 

Headlines from around the country

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Advocacy Tool:  If your legislature is targeting Medicaid licensed facilities, whether ICFs/MR or waivered homes, use this cost information at VOR’s website. It will help legislators be accurate about the true savings of closure or downsizing proposals, to include loss of federal funding, other economic impact a facility brings to a community, total costs of care, etc. See, http://www.vor.net/get-help/toolkit-for-families/cost-facility-based-care-is-cost-effective for cost advocacy resources.
States Shift Financial Troubles to Disability Community: 

Headlines from around the country

Source: Justice for All e-newsletter, January 13, 2010

Reports from disability advocates and media outlets are pouring in about state budgetary cuts to Medicaid and other vital disability services. Here is a sampling of headlines from around the country: 
North Carolina
Medicaid Cuts Put Children with Special Needs, Public Schools in Jeopardy
By Kim Weiss of www.mync.com
http://wake.mync.com/site/wake/news|Sports|Lifestyles/story/46659/Medicaid_Cuts_Put_Children_with_Special_Needs__Public_Schools_in_Jeopardy


Maine
More Than 500 Protest Maine Social Service Cuts
More than 500 demonstrators protest cuts included in scaled-back Maine budget
By GLENN ADAMS Associated Press Writer 
http://abcnews.go.com/Business/wireStory?id=9543964

Colorado

Disabled Coloradans sue state over Medicaid cuts
By Jennifer Brown
The Denver Post
http://www.denverpost.com/ci_14090786?source=rss#ixzz0cX2zjavU

Kansas

Kansas Medicaid Cuts Expected To Hinder Access To Care 
By Dave Ranney, KHI News Service
Dec 08, 2009
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2009/December/08/khi-kansas-medicaid.aspx

Oklahoma

Medicaid cuts in Oklahoma will affect vital services for people with disabilities
Tuesday, December 15, 2009
From KOTV in Oklahoma
http://media-dis-n-dat.blogspot.com/2009/12/medicaid-cuts-in-oklahoma-will-affect.html

California
Homecare Advocates Urge the California Legislature: Stand up to Governor
From PR Newswire 1/8/10

http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/homecare-advocates-urge-the-california-legislature-stand-up-to-governor-81031737.html
Louisiana
State to close 31 homes for disabled

January 13, 2010

Daily Comet

http://www.dailycomet.com/article/20100113/ARTICLES/100119781/1026?tc=ar
 
=============================================================
Tamie Hopp, Editor, Director of Government Relations & Advocacy

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Dues and Donations to VOR can now be made ONLINE. 


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/donate/online-donation-form for Donations


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/join/online-membership-form to Join or Renew

TO JOIN, RENEW OR DONATE BY FAX or MAIL:

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE: $25 per individual, $150 per family organization, or $200 per provider/professional organization. Extra donations are welcome!

You may pay by check or credit card:
VOR
836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-253-0675 fax (for referrals or credit card payments)
Tamie327@hotmail.com (for referrals or credit card payments)

____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address (if paying by credit card, use billing address). All forms must include complete address including zip code)

_____________________________________________
City St Zip

_____________________________________________
Phone Fax

_____________________________________________
E-Mail

_________________________________________________
Family/Professional Organization Affiliation (if applicable)

If paying by credit card, please provide the following information:

Amount to charge to card: $_______________________
Card Type: _____ Mastercard _____ Visa  ____ Discover

Card Number: ___________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________________

Cardholder's Signature: ___________________________
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