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ADVOCATES FOR DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER RESIDENTS

ANNOUNCE RELEASE OF SURVEY ON

RESIDENTIAL CHOICE

The results of a Survey on Residential Choice conducted by the Advocates for New Jersey Developmental Center Residents (The Advocates) were released today to members of the state’s General Assembly and Senate in the State House Annex. 

The study, conducted by parents and guardians of the more than 2,400 residents cared for at New Jersey’s seven intermediate care facilities for people with mental retardation (ICF/MR), was undertaken because of the concern that these vital facilities may be closed and may force the relocation of the residents to community housing regardless of the individual’s capabilities or level of need.

61 percent of the families and guardians receiving the survey responded and of that 61 percent, 96 percent said they wanted their family member to remain at the developmental center in which they are living, findings which are starkly different than figures reported by the state. 

The Advocates point to serious flaws in earlier surveys, as well as the practice of the Division of Developmental Disabilities to require treatment professionals to recommend community living, without regard to individual need or choice, in violation of the requirement for individualized treatment planning.  In addition, it is a conflict of interest for state employees in the Bureau of Guardianship Services to be used as “advocates” for persons receiving ICF/MR services. 

The Advocates are calling upon members of the legislature to review the survey findings and allow for public hearings of their concerns. Cindy Bartman, President of the Association for Hunterdon Developmental Center states, “New Jersey’s ICF/MR centers are residences where some of our most fragile citizens receive care and treatment of the highest quality. We must all work to keep them open.”

The full survey and related documents available upon request.
