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Federal Updates

---------------------------------------------------------
1. FMAP Extension Signed Into Law

---------------------------------------------------------
National Association of State Directors of DD Services (www.nasddds.org) 

September 2010.
President Obama signed a bill that gives states an extra $16 billion in Medicaid funding (FMAP). The law provides for, at the request of a state, an increase of 3.2% in the federal Medicaid match provided to requesting states for the first 3 months of 2011, and 1.2% increase for the second three months in 2011. All states have applied for the allowable increases. For the same six-month period, states with high unemployment would continue to receive additional percentage points, as they do under current law.  
--------------------------------------------------------------
2. New Administrator of CMS Appointed

--------------------------------------------------------------
On July 8, President Obama named Donald Berwick as administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) through a recess appointment. Berwick had served as president and CEO of the Institute for Healthcare Improvement, and as a Harvard Medical School and School of Public Health professor. CMS is the agency within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services which oversees funding and certification for ICFs/MR.


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3. First Annual Money Follows the Person Report Released

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Money Follows the Person (MFP) provides federal grant funds to the 31 participating states for the purpose of transitioning individuals who wish to live in the community from “institutional” care (nursing homes, ICFs/MR, and mental health facilities). In September 2010, Mathematica Policy Research (MPR) released its first annual report regarding the status of MFP implementation. According to findings, as of Dec. 31, 2009, 5,670 people have transitioned from institutional care to community living through MFP, including about 1,750 people with MR/DD, although the report does not distinguish between MR/DD transitions between nursing facilities and ICFs/MR. The report indicates that States have experienced significant challenges in implementing their MFP programs, which did slow projected transitions since the MFP’s 2007 inception. 

The report notes that a “key assumption of the MFP demonstration is that community-based care will enhance beneficiaries’ quality of life,” noting that that ICF/MR residents reported a high level of life satisfaction (74%), relating to factors such as access to services (especially medical care), no unmet needs, and respectful treatment. Following transition, the report finds that “the data suggest room for improving the quality of life of MFP participants, they also suggest that do so MFP programs will need to ensure the living and service arrangements they establish in the community are satisfactory . .  .”  

To access the full report see, www.mathematica-mpr.com/health/moneyfollowsperson.asp
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
4. The Affordable Care Act and Long Term Care

------------------------------------------------------------------------
The landmark health care reform bill, the Affordable Care Act (ACA), passed over 6 months ago, contains several provisions relating to long term care reform.  Changes to Section 1915(i) of the Social Security Act took effect October 1.  First passed in 2005, Section 1915(i) provides states a way to offer Medicaid home and community based services (HCBS), without securing a “waiver.” Significantly, unlike a waiver, the 1915(i) state plan option does not require individuals to meet an ICF/MR-level of care in order to qualify for 1915(i) HCBS.  In other ways, however, Section 1915(i) was limiting. Changes made to 1915(i) in the ACA seek to address these limitations, including allowing states to target specific 1915(i) services to state-specific populations and to increase income ceilings. 

Additional provisions include – 

· The State Balancing Incentive Payments Program which will provide eligible states with additional federal funding to expand its Medicaid community-based long term care system. Only states that spent less than 50% of total Medicaid long-term care services dollars in non-institutional care in FY 2009 are eligible. 

· The “Community First Option” will give states the option of receiving additional federal funding to provide personal attendant care services to eligible persons. The new PAC benefit must be offered statewide, provided without regard to age, type of disability, or additional community supports required. 
· The CLASS Act, which is a private long term care insurance program for eligible, working individuals. 

· The Money Follows the Person (MFP) program was extended to allow participating states more implementation time. In addition, minimum time an individual could be a resident in an “institution” to be eligible was reduced to 90 days. 

Affordable Care Act Internet Resources

HealthCare.gov:  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) website designed to provide consumers with public and private health coverage options.

Healthcarereform.kff.org: The Kaiser Family Foundation has launched an online resource on legislative information, implementation, studies and data relating to healthcare reform. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. Litigation regarding the Affordable Care Act and Medicaid‏
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Families USA
October 26, 2010

Several lawsuits challenging the constitutionality of the Affordable Care Act continue to move through the courts. One of the highest-profile cases was filed in Florida by 20 state attorneys general and governors, as well as the National Federation of Independent Businesses. 

On October 14, a federal judge in Florida issued an opinion allowing this case to move forward on two claims. One of these claims challenges the expansion of Medicaid coverage for people earning up to 133 percent of the federal poverty line. In addition, the judge is allowing a claim that challenges the personal responsibility provision to proceed. Oral arguments on the merits of these two claims are scheduled for a December 16 hearing in Pensacola.

The judge has stated that he may allow the submission of amicus briefs at this stage of this case. The National Health Law Program (NHeLP) is drafting an amicus brief on the claim challenging the Medicaid expansion. The brief explains how the Affordable Care Act’s expansion of Medicaid is in keeping with previous expansions of Medicaid over the past 40 years. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. Social Security/ Cost of Living Adjustments (COLAs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Capitol Insider

Disability Policy Consortium

Volume 15, Issue 41 | October 18, 2010
On October 15, the Social Security Administration (SSA) announced that monthly Social Security and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits will not automatically increase in 2011 because there was no increase in the Consumer Price Index from the third quarter of 2008 (the last year a COLA was determined) to the third quarter of 2010.  This will be the second consecutive year without an automatic COLA.  In the SSI program, the maximum federal payment for an individual will remain at $674 per month.  For couples, the maximum federal payment will remain at $1,011 per month.  SSI resource limits will remain at $2,000 for individuals and $3,000 for couples. 

SSA announced that it will also not increase the 2011 substantial gainful activity (SGA) level used to determine disability. Therefore, the SGA level for people with disabilities will remain at $1,000 per month in 2011, while the SGA level for people who are blind will remain at $1,640 per month.  Similarly, while last year SSA increased the amount of earnings required to earn quarters of coverage, or work credits (used to determine whether an individual has contributed enough to the Social Security system to be eligible for disability, retirement, and survivor benefits), SSA has indicated that the earnings needed to earn a quarter of coverage will not increase for 2011.  For more information, see: 

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pressoffice/pr/2011cola-pr.htm

 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tamie Hopp, Director of Government Relations & Advocacy

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Dues and Donations to VOR can now be made ONLINE. 


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/donate/online-donation-form for Donations


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/join/online-membership-form to Join or Renew

TO JOIN, RENEW OR DONATE BY FAX or MAIL:

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE: $40 per individual, $200 per family organization, or $250 per provider/professional organization. Extra donations are welcome!

You may pay by check or credit card:
VOR
836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-253-0675 fax (for referrals or credit card payments)

Tamie327@hotmail.com (for referrals) 

____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address (if paying by credit card, use billing address). All forms must include complete address including zip code)

_____________________________________________
City St Zip

_____________________________________________
Phone Fax

_____________________________________________
E-Mail

_________________________________________________
Family/Professional Organization Affiliation (if applicable)

If paying by credit card, please provide the following information:

Amount to charge to card: $_______________________
Card Type: _____ Mastercard _____ Visa  ____ Discover

Card Number: ___________________________________


Expiration Date: __________________________________

Cardholder's Signature: ___________________________
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