VOR Annual Conference and Washington Initiative
June 10 – 14, 2011

Updated Agenda available at VOR’s website.

Online registration now available! 

BE A SPONSOR  * REFER A SPONSOR - http://vor.net/events/

Contact Julie Huso for details at jhuso@vor.net or 605-370-4652.

THANK YOU!

http://www.vor.net
Visit VOR’s website soon and often

Make VOR your homepage!

-------------------------------------

VOR Weekly E-Mail Update

May 8, 2011

-------------------------------------

================================================

Reminders and Notices 
1. ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND INITIATIVE: Hotel Reservation Deadline is Monday, May 9, 201 -  http://www.vor.net/images/2011Hotel.pdf 

2. Proxies have been sent to all current members. PLEASE VOTE! 

Exercise your right to elect VOR Board Members and vote on other important organizational issues. If you have not already done so, please return your proxy form TODAY. 

3. WEEKLY E-MAIL TAKING A BREAK NOW THROUGH JUNE; Periodic e-mail communications with continue.
STATE NEWS
4. FLORIDA: Neglected to Death  - Miami Herald Investigative Series

5. TEXAS: Institutions for Disabled Unlikely to See Major Cuts

Coming Up:  

The next Weekly E-Mail Update:  Friday, June 24, 2011 (Between now and then, there will be periodic email communications, including at least one VOR Action Alert. 
=============================================================
Reminders and Notices 
1. ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND INITIATIVE: Hotel Reservation Deadline is Monday, May 9, 201 -  http://www.vor.net/images/2011Hotel.pdf 

2. Proxies have been sent to all current members. PLEASE VOTE! 

Exercise your right to elect VOR Board Members and vote on other important organizational issues. If you have not already done so, please return your proxy form TODAY. 

3. WEEKLY E-MAIL TAKING A BREAK NOW THROUGH JUNE; Periodic e-mail communications with continue.
STATE NEWS

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. FLORIDA: Neglected to Death  - Miami Herald Investigative Series

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Neglected to Death

The Miami Herald

April 30 – May 4, 2011

By Rob Barry, Michael Sallah and Carol Marbin Miller
Created more than a quarter-century ago, Florida’s Assisted Living Facilities were established in landmark legislation to provide shelter and sweeping protections to some of the state’s most vulnerable citizens: the elderly, mentally ill, and people with intellectual disabilities. 
But a Miami Herald investigation found that the safeguards once hailed as the most progressive in the nation have been ignored in a string of tragedies never before revealed to the public. A string of deaths highlight critical breakdowns in a state enforcement system that has left thousands of people to fend for themselves in dangerous and decrepit conditions. 
The Miami Herald’s investigation found that the Agency for Health Care Administration, which oversees the state’s 2,850 assisted-living facilities, has failed to monitor shoddy operators, investigate dangerous practices or shut down the worst offenders. Time and again, the agency was alerted by police and its own inspectors to caretakers depriving residents of the most basic needs — food, water and protection — but didn’t take action. 
“It’s a cheap, easy, unregulated system of care,” said Miami-Dade Mental Health Court Judge Steve Leifman.
The full series, plus video coverage explaining the investigation and featuring interviews with families, victims and state officials, can be found here: http://www.miamiherald.com//neglected_to_death/ 

See also, 

NEGLECTED TO DEATH | Part 1: Once pride of Florida; now scenes of neglect

http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/04/30/v-print/2194842/once-pride-of-florida-now-scenes.html#ixzz1LW5aFDpd
NEGLECTED TO DEATH | Part 2: Assisted-living facility caretakers unpunished: ‘There’s a lack of justice’ http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/05/03/v-print/2199740/assisted-living-facility-caretakers.html 

NEGLECTED TO DEATH | Part 3: At homes for the mentally ill, a sweeping breakdown in care http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/05/04/2201715/at-homes-for-the-mentally-ill.html#ixzz1LW6isfi1
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. TEXAS: Institutions for Disabled Unlikely to See Major Cuts
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

By Emily Ramshaw

5/4/2011 

The Texas Tribune
[excerpts]
Advocates for shuttering Texas’ 13 institutions for the disabled thought they had the numbers on their side: a budget crisis so severe that lawmakers would have no choice but to close some state-supported living centers. 

But with less than a month left in the legislative session, their hopes of closing more than one facility and establishing a moratorium on new admissions are largely dashed. Even with a $15 billion to $25 billion budget shortfall and a series of blunt recommendations from the Legislative Budget Board, lawmakers say there isn't the political capital to move the ball far.

“The politics sometimes trumps the policy,” said Rep. Charles Schwertner, R-Georgetown, whose House Bill 2536 — which would halt new admissions until the facilities drop to 3,000 total residents, and establish a commission to make recommendations on closure or consolidation — has not moved out of committee. 

“There was a point at the beginning of the session where we thought there wasn’t sufficient enrollment, and it would be a budget decision,” said Sen. Jane Nelson, R-Flower Mound, the chairwoman of the Senate Health and Human Services Committee. “That hasn’t been the case.”

Opponents of institutionalized care for the disabled have pushed unsuccessfully for years to close Texas' state-supported living centers. Families of residents at the facilities have fought back hard — defending the care their loved ones receive, and saying conditions are no better, or maybe even worse, in group homes in the community. 

Facing a massive budget hole, the Legislative Budget Board released a report in January recommending the closure of at least one facility by 2013, and the establishment of a commission to consider future closures. The report raised a series of concerns about the cost efficiency of the facilities, which serve 15 percent fewer residents than they did in 2000. 

In the 2012-13 budget approved by the House, lawmakers have taken one of these recommendations — closing a single state-supported living center, to be selected before the budget is sent to the governor. The Senate draft talks less specifically about managing the census of the state-supported living centers. But what advocates want even more — a commission to take a longer-term approach to determining the facilities' future — has gotten no traction, despite bills filed by Schwertner and Sen. José Rodríguez, D-El Paso, to establish one.

Republican Rep. Drew Darby, who has one of the facilities in his San Angelo district, said that's because the state-supported living centers serve a “vitally important function” for the roughly 4,000 people who live there and for their families. “We recognize the budget situation, which is why we authorized the closure of one” in the House budget, he said. “I would [resist] any attempt to arbitrarily, capriciously decide to eliminate any more state-supported living centers.”

Nancy Ward, with the Parent Association for the Retarded of Texas, said she hopes lawmakers are still listening to the families of people living in the state-supported living centers, who strenuously oppose consolidation or closure of even one facility, and argue the long-term savings simply aren’t there. “I believe we need community care too,” Ward said, “but not at the expense of closing state schools.”

But Amy Mizcles, director of governmental affairs for the The Arc of Texas, which opposes institutional care, said lawmakers continue to talk about belt-tightening and eliminating nonessential services — yet won’t acknowledge how inefficient [The Arc alleges] the state-supported living centers are.  While Texas’ institutions face budget cuts below 16 percent, in-home and community-based care programs — which she said are far less costly than institutional care — are poised to take a 30 percent to 70 percent hit.  

Families of those living in these centers contest the Legislative Budget Board’s recommendations as well as the analyses showing institutional care is less cost-effective than community care. (They’ve run their own numbers, they say, and found the costs are more or less the same.) They say the state-supported living centers provide all-inclusive care, from room and board to medical treatment, and are responsible for residents with the most profound and life-threatening disabilities. “What’s sad," Ward said, "is that we have to keep defending them."

==================================================================

Tamie Hopp, Director of Government Relations & Advocacy

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Dues and Donations to VOR can now be made ONLINE. 


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/donate/online-donation-form for Donations


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/join/online-membership-form to Join or Renew

TO JOIN, RENEW OR DONATE BY FAX or MAIL:

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE: $40 per individual, $200 per family organization, or $250 per provider/professional organization. Extra donations are welcome!

You may pay by check or credit card:
VOR
836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-253-0675 fax (for referrals or credit card payment

thopp@vor.net (for referrals) 

____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address (if paying by credit card, use billing address). All forms must include complete address including zip code)

_____________________________________________
City St Zip

_____________________________________________
Phone Fax

_____________________________________________
E-Mail

_________________________________________________
Family/Professional Organization Affiliation (if applicable)

If paying by credit card, please provide the following information:

Amount to charge to card: $_______________________
Card Type: _____ Mastercard _____ Visa  ____ Discover

Card Number: ___________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________________

Cardholder's Signature: ___________________________
======================================================
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