VOR Annual Conference and Washington Initiative
June 10 – 14, 2011

Updated Agenda available at VOR’s website.

Online registration now available! 

BE A SPONSOR  * REFER A SPONSOR - http://vor.net/events/

Contact Julie Huso for details at jhuso@vor.net or 605-370-4652.

THANK YOU!

http://www.vor.net
Visit VOR’s website soon and often

Make VOR your homepage!

-------------------------------------

VOR Weekly E-Mail Update

March 4, 2011
---------------------------------------

==========================================

Table of Contents

Featuring Your VOR Website

1. NEW!  Chamber of Commerce = Lost Revenue

2. NEW!  Exhibitor Opportunities at VOR Conference
3. NEW!  Make your hotel reservations online
4. NEW!  State News, Spring 2011

5. FEATURED! VIDEOS – a great advocacy tool: Seeing is believing

YOUR Voice: Making a Difference

6. Debate Over Institutions Flares As Feds Seek Comment

===========================================================
Featuring Your VOR Website

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

1. NEW!  Chamber of Commerce = Lost Revenue
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Old news, but new to VOR’s website is the Greater Topeka Chamber of Commerce report that illustrates the significant amount of revenues lost to a town or city when a licensed Medicaid facility (ICF/MR) closes:
Visit: 

http://vor.net/legislative-voice/toolkit-for-legislators/ and

http://vor.net/get-help/toolkit-for-families/
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. NEW!  Exhibitor Opportunities at VOR Conference

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Visit: http://vor.net/events/ for Sponsorship, Recognition and, now, EXHIBIT opportunities!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. NEW!  Make your hotel reservations online

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Your hotel reservations can now be made online.  Visit http://vor.net/images/2011Hotel.pdf for details. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. NEW!  State News, Spring 2011
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Spring 2011 issue of The Voice, VOR’s print newsletter, is now in press and scheduled to be mailed to VOR members within a week or so.  State News is for this issue is featured here: http://vor.net/news/state-news
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. FEATURED! VIDEOS – a great advocacy tool: Seeing is believing
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Did you know . . . 
. . . that, VOR’s website features videos from three ICFs/MR?  The videos feature the residents in their homes, the services and amenities offered, and testimonials from residents, families and staff. 
Visit: http://vor.net/videos/
Seeing is believing! Share this link with advocates, media, legislators and policymakers! 
Visit again soon; more videos to be added. 

Does your facility or family association have a video? If so, contact Tamie at thopp@vor.net. 

YOUR Voice: Making a Difference
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

6. Debate Over Institutions Flares As Feds Seek Comment

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Editor’s Note: THANK YOU to the hundreds who posted comments in support of residential CHOICE.  According to ADD, “A recent flood of submissions has created a backlog/delay in posting,” so if you did post something, keep checking back as comments are still being posted: http://www.envision2010.net/others.php. 
Debate Over Institutions Flares As Feds Seek Comment

By Shaun Heasley | March 1, 2011

The Disability Scoop (http://www.disabilityscoop.com)
A government agency’s proposal to “eliminate congregate care” for people with disabilities is stirring strong reaction from advocates on both sides of the debate over institutions.

The issue came to the forefront as the Administration on Developmental Disabilities works to finalize a five-year strategic plan.

The federal agency plays an influential role over the state councils on developmental disabilities and the protection and advocacy organizations throughout the country in addition to other programs benefiting Americans with disabilities.

After holding listening sessions in five cities, the agency drew up a list of priorities — touching on everything from access to competitive employment to strengthening family support — which will be used to establish the final plan.

But a recommendation to support closing the nation’s remaining institutional care facilities seems to be evoking the greatest response in the final days of an online public comment period, which ends Friday.

Fueled by an advocacy group called VOR, which supports institutional options for people with disabilities, numerous family members and professionals have posted comments objecting to the elimination of institutions.

“The nation needs a balanced range of service options for individuals with severe and profound intellectual and developmental disabilities, including the option of licensed facility-based care,” many wrote in their comments.

Now, advocates who want to see an end to institutional care are weighing in as well.

“We know all too well that abuse, neglect and other forms of denigration are far more likely to occur in large congregate settings. Integrated, community based housing is the only policy the federal government should be supporting,” read an e-mail sent by The Arc late last week asking members to comment in favor of the proposal.

A final strategic plan is expected later this spring.

===================================================================

Tamie Hopp, Director of Government Relations & Advocacy

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Dues and Donations to VOR can now be made ONLINE. 


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/donate/online-donation-form for Donations


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/join/online-membership-form to Join or Renew

TO JOIN, RENEW OR DONATE BY FAX or MAIL:

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE: $40 per individual, $200 per family organization, or $250 per provider/professional organization. Extra donations are welcome!

You may pay by check or credit card:
VOR
836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-253-0675 fax (for referrals or credit card payment

thopp@vor.net (for referrals) 

____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address (if paying by credit card, use billing address). All forms must include complete address including zip code)

_____________________________________________
City St Zip

_____________________________________________
Phone Fax

_____________________________________________
E-Mail

_________________________________________________
Family/Professional Organization Affiliation (if applicable)

If paying by credit card, please provide the following information:

Amount to charge to card: $_______________________
Card Type: _____ Mastercard _____ Visa  ____ Discover

Card Number: ___________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________________

Cardholder's Signature: ___________________________
======================================================
