VOR Annual Conference and Washington Initiative
June 10 – 14, 2011

Updated Agenda available at VOR’s website.

Online registration now available! 

BE A SPONSOR  * REFER A SPONSOR - http://vor.net/events/

Contact Julie Huso for details at jhuso@vor.net or 605-370-4652.
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VOR and YOU . . . and FACEBOOK!

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. You will LIKE our Facebook page:  Please click!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

As announced in VOR’s Spring issue of The Voice, our print newsletter for members, VOR now has a FACEBOOK page.
Because we are a nonprofit on Facebook, we cannot have “friends” in the traditional Facebook fashion, but we have “likes” (you know, the little “thumbs up” icon that you click).  Here’s a direct link to let everyone know you “Like” VOR’s facebook page:  http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/pages/VOR/198832426794740

Once you click “Like” you’ll be connected to the page in same way you would be if you were a “Friend.” 

Thank you for clicking! 

ABUSE in the COMMUNITY

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. ILLINOIS: State Ignored Evidence Vs. Group Home Before Resident’s Death

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Summary: State records also reveal regulators knew Graywood’s substantiated abuse rate was double the state average, yet DHS failed to close it down. Two men died in 3 years, and since 2003, there have been 33 substantiated cases of resident abuse. The provider in question ran a multimillion dollar operation under contract with the state; a contract that continued even with the rate of death and abuse. 
See also, VOR’s Abuse and Neglect document, which is regularly updated, on VOR’s website at: http://vor.net/abuse-and-neglect. 
Channel 2 (Chicago)

March 21, 2011

JOLIET, Ill. (CBS) –- A multimillion-dollar operation under state contract was supposed to be taking care of people with special needs. Instead, its employees are accused of fatally beating two residents and several incidents of abuse.

CBS 2′s Dave Savini investigates why action was not taken sooner to protect those who could not protect themselves.
Forty-two-year-old Paul McCann suffered a brutal beating in January. The man called a gentle giant, who functioned at the level of a 6-year-old, was punched, kicked, and struck with a frying pan inside his group home for reportedly taking a cookie. 

“I cannot believe that this terrible, terrible thing happened to Paul,” his mother, Lois McCann, says.

She took care of her son for as long as she could in her Joliet home. Then she put her trust in Graywood Foundation, a state-licensed group home in downstate Charleston. Two staff members from the facility have been charged in the brutal beating that led to his death. 

Kathy Slovick, Paul McCann’s sister, says she will never forget seeing his body covered in bruises.

“He was treated not like a human being,” she said. “He was treated like a punching bag.”

McCann was not the only victim at Graywood Foundation. State records obtained by CBS 2, which date back to 2003, reveal 33 cases of Graywood staff abusing residents. Those cases included sexual abuse, physical battery and alleged coercion of residents to attack each other.

Even worse, in 2008, a resident named Dustin Higgins was murdered by staff.  That death prompted an internal memo from the Illinois Department of Human Services Inspector General. The memo warned that Graywood residents were at risk amid an increase of serious allegations of abuse and neglect.

Lois McCann wants to know how the facility was allowed to continue operating with all of these findings.

“All those cases were founded, substantiated, and yet my son is dead because (DHS) did nothing about it,” she said.

State records also reveal regulators knew Graywood’s substantiated abuse rate was double the state average, yet DHS failed to close it down.

“The Department of Human Services failed,” Lois McCann said. 

Attorney Shawn Collins, who represents McCann, says state officials failed to listen to their own inspectors while continuing to fund Graywood’s operation with millions of tax dollars.

“You wonder — what is the state doing?” said Collins.  “It has literally created this place, allowed it to exist, licensed it, financed it, investigated it, knows it’s run atrociously and abusively and yet doesn’t shut it down.”

In a statement, DHS says the agency has now revoked Graywood’s multimillion-dollar state contract and is in the process of shutting down the operation. 

Graywood’s owner, Augustine Oruwari, did not return calls to CBS 2.

Now a state lawmaker is calling for a criminal investigation into Graywood.  He also is now working on legislation to protect folks who live in these types of facilities.

If Lois McCann finds any solace, it’s in this thought: “I know Paul is now in God’s kingdom. He’s happy now and he won’t be hurt anymore.”

STATE NEWS
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3. VIRGINIA: In assault case, anxious parents recognize ‘dark side of autism’

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Summary:  The cause of autism — a complex developmental disability that affects a person’s ability to communicate and interact with others — remains the subject of heated debate. As described in this article, in the case of some teenagers with autism, parents are beginning to acknowledge their children’s capacity for aggression when they are frustrated, angry or overstimulated. It’s not easy to talk about children lashing out. But it’s necessary because many are getting older and bigger and yearn for more independence, which leads to private struggles becoming public. (VOR Editor’s Note: The challenges described in this article - needs which often do not materialize until teenage years – speak to the need for an array of service and residential options to meet the varied and changing needs of all persons with developmental disabilities.
In Virginia assault case, anxious parents recognize ‘dark side of autism’
By Theresa Vargas

Saturday, March 12, 2011
The Washington Post

When a Stafford County jury this month found an autistic teenager guilty of assaulting a law enforcement officer and recommended that he spend 101 / 2 years in prison, a woman in the second row sobbed.

It wasn’t the defendant’s mother. She wouldn’t cry until she reached her car. It was Teresa Champion.

Champion had sat through the trial for days and couldn’t help drawing parallels between the defendant, Reginald “Neli” Latson, 19, and her son James, a 17-year-old with autism.

James might have said this, she thought. James might have done that. She had fresh bruises on her body that showed that James, too, had lost his temper to the point of violence.

“This is what we live with,” said Champion, of Springfield. “When they go over the edge, there is no pulling back.”
The cause of autism — a complex developmental disability that affects a person’s ability to communicate and interact with others — remains the subject of heated debate. What’s not in dispute is the soaring number of children found to have the disorder. In 1985, autism had been diagnosed in one out of 2,500 people in the United States; now the rate is one in 110. 

Champion said parents are just beginning to acknowledge what she calls the “dark side of autism,” their children’s capacity for aggression when they are frustrated, angry or overstimulated. Her son recently hit his attendant and attacked his father in front of a movie theater. Other parents describe scary episodes of biting, kicking and hitting. 

It’s not easy to talk about children lashing out, Champion said. But it’s necessary because many are getting older and bigger and yearn for more independence, which leads to private struggles becoming public. 

During Latson’s three-day trial, no one disputed that he assaulted a Stafford deputy one morning in May. The deputy was bleeding so profusely that responding officers thought he had been shot.

But why Latson — who has Asperger’s syndrome, a relatively mild form of autism — did it and whether he could have stopped himself played a central role in his defense and has engaged the sympathy of parents in the Washington region and beyond. 

“Everyone is like, ‘Oh my God, that is my son,’ ” said Ann Gibbons of the advocacy group Autism Speaks. She said the case calls attention to two crucial issues: “How do we protect the community, and how do we protect the impaired individual?”

“And in this case, we didn’t protect either,” she said.

Instead, a law enforcement officer with 33 years of experience ended his career early, and a teenager, who had committed no crime in the moments before he encountered the deputy, has spent about 10 months in custody.

Stafford prosecutor Eric Olsen maintains that Latson didn’t assault the deputy because of his Asperger’s but because of “his violent tendencies.” But advocates for people with autism fear that Latson’s case represents a scenario that will become increasingly common in years to come.

“It’s not like the population is going down,” said Scott Campbell, who has done more than 120 presentations for local agencies, including police departments, on how to deal with autistic children. “It’s going up.” 

A violent struggle

On the morning of the confrontation, Latson’s mother said, he slipped out of the house early to go to the library. But it was closed, so he sat on the grass. 

What followed was a call to police about a suspicious black male, outside the library, wearing a hoodie and possibly carrying a gun. The call came, authorities said, after some children at the elementary school across the street became frightened and told a crossing guard. 

The school was put on lockdown, a search ensued and deputy Thomas Calverley, 56, a school resource officer, spotted Latson walking out of a nearby wooded area.

“Hey, what’s up, man?” Calverley said, according to his testimony. 

The deputy approached. He squeezed the front pocket area of Latson’s sweat shirt and lifted it to check for a gun. There was none. According to authorities, no gun was found, and the children, when questioned later, said they never saw one. 

Calverley said he asked the teenager his name several times and, after the teen refused to give it, he grabbed Latson, told him that he was under arrest and bent him over the hood of a car. That’s when the two started wrestling and fell to the ground. 

At one point during the struggle, Calverley said, Latson flipped him hard onto his back, causing his head to hit the pavement. The teenager then hit him dozens of times and, at one point, took his pepper spray from him.

When it was over, Calverley had a one-inch cut on his head, numerous abrasions and a shattered ankle that required two plates and a dozen screws to repair. 

Latson’s attorneys didn’t dispute what had happened. Instead, they presented an insanity defense in court. They said Latson — in whom intermittent explosive disorder and attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder had also been diagnosed — could not control his behavior because of an “irresistible impulse.” 

The issue resonates not only with parents but with police. Every year, the International Association of Chiefs of Police picks one major issue to address at a national summit. In 2010, it was improving police response to people with mental illness and such conditions as autism. 

“It has been a huge and significant part of our conversation in the last couple of years,” said John Firman, director of research for the organization. 

Firman, who participates in the Big Brother program, has a “little brother” with Asperger’s. He said that when he goes out with the youngster, he sometimes wonders, “If anything would happen here, how would police deal with him?” 

Among the summit’s recommendations, Firman said, were that all officers be trained in how to deal with such people and that police work closely with families and community organizations.

Latson’s case, however, was not a matter of a law enforcement officer being untrained, the prosecutor said. “This deputy has a 33-year-old mentally retarded child,” Olsen said. “So the deputy is very sensitive to dealing with children with disabilities. He’s lived it every day for the last 33 years.”

Pained parents 

On March 4, the jury found Latson guilty of four charges, including assault of a law enforcement officer and wounding in the commission of a felony. On May 19, he is scheduled to appear before Stafford County Circuit Court Judge Charles Sharp, who can accept or reduce the jury’s recommended sentence. 

Last week, prosecutors tried Latson on a breaking-and-entering charge related to an incident in 2009. In that case, prosecutors said, Latson rang the doorbell at a teenager’s home. When the teen opened the door, Latson hit him and followed him inside. Latson pleaded guilty to assault last year. On Thursday, he was found guilty of breaking and entering. 

“I’m not here to try to paint a pretty story about my son,” but he is not the violent individual that Stafford authorities have depicted, said Latson’s mother, Lisa Alexander. “Neli is not a danger to society. He doesn’t belong in jail. He belongs at home.”

Holly Robinson Peete, a co-host of CBS’s “The Talk” and mother of a 13-year-old boy with autism, said she has had nightmares about a boy sitting on a lawn with a hooded sweat shirt. “In my dream, the boy’s face is my son’s,” said Peete, who, with her son’s twin sister, has written a children’s book, “My Brother Charlie,” about a boy with autism. “I’m telling you: It haunts me.” 

And it haunts other parents, too.

Ann Worley of Springfield has a scar on her cheek where her son David bit her. When he was younger, David would take out his frustrations on himself, she said, but now he is 18, 6-foot-2 and 360 pounds, and he lashes outward.

“There was a time last September, I actually locked myself in the bathroom,” Worley said. “I was scared. I thought I was going to have to call the police.”

If she had, she said, she wonders what the officers would have done. 

Worley followed Latson’s case through Facebook and started prayer chains for him that stretched to Chicago and Michigan. When she read about the verdict, she said, she felt “sick.” 

“My David,” she said, “could have done the same thing.” 

Juan Navarro of Waldorf has long been aware of the dangers of having children who are growing older and larger and craving independence they may not be ready for. After moving moved to Charles County five years ago, he took photos of his autistic sons, Omar, now 17, and Sebastian, now 25, to the police station so officers would know their faces.

But on a recent night, Navarro hesitated to call 911 when Sebastian, who has Asperger’s, took off down the road. The Latson case was fresh in Navarro’s mind. Yet there was his son, a young man, 5-foot-9, who recently couldn’t stop talking about Harry Potter, running down a busy street in the dark. 

He dialed.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. OREGON:   DHS investigation into federal grant: Money Follows the Person
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services Acting Director Erinn Kelley-Siel

In September, former Department of Human Services Director Bruce Goldberg, MD, asked the DHS Office of Payment Accuracy and Recovery’s investigation unit to look into potentially fraudulent practices related to the Money Follows the Person federal grant, known in Oregon as On the Move (OTM), administered by the Seniors and People with Disabilities division of DHS.

The investigation has been concluded, and I am pleased to report that it showed no criminal wrongdoing on the part of employees responsible for administering the OTM grant. In a situation like this our first consideration is to ensure that there was no criminal wrongdoing, and that finding is good news.

However, the investigation found what was determined to be a knowing and intentional disregard for Oregon’s state and agency policies/procedures by the OTM Program Administrator.
That is not acceptable to me or to the Oregonians who fund this agency and depend on its programs. Oregonians appropriately expect their government to operate accountably, efficiently and transparently.

After a great deal of careful review, thought and discussion, today I am announcing that I am taking more direct control of the management and oversight of operations supporting the  department's Seniors and People with Disabilities programs.

The following changes are effective immediately:
First, I have asked Jim Scherzinger, my Chief Operating Officer, to launch a new SPD Operations and Management team focused on maximizing the performance of our budget, accounting, payment and other systems that support SPD’s work.

I have asked Trisha Baxter, currently the Administrator of the DHS/OHA Transformation Office, to lead the SPD Operations and Management team. Trisha brings expertise as a manager with experience in continuous improvement, as well as budget, finance and quality assurance -- all the skill areas that are critical to improving our operational performance in SPD, as well as across the organization.
I’ve asked Trisha and Jim to develop a strategic operations improvement plan for SPD within the next 30 days, building on work that has already begun through our internal audits division.

Second, I am announcing that James Toews and Cathy Cooper will no longer be responsible for the leadership, management or operations of the Seniors and People with Disabilities Division. 
I’m taking the opportunity of this management change to begin the transition to a more streamlined reporting structure for both SPD and CAF programs. Cathy has chosen to retire and James is temporarily being reassigned to a senior policy advisor role focusing on aging and physically disabled services. His position will be reevaluated at the end of the legislative session.

I want to recognize that James and Cathy have served our state for many years, and their work has helped Oregon achieve its well-deserved reputation for excellence in the service of seniors and people with disabilities.
We are recognized nationally for serving people in their own homes and communities, and James and Cathy deserve our appreciation.

Third, I am taking steps to account for every state and federal dollar spent through the OTM grant. I’ve asked for a payment-by-payment analysis of the $17.9 million of federal funds and $6.4 million of state general funds that have been spent. In addition, I am notifying CMS that I will continue the current suspension of grant activities for new projects or new placements until we can ensure that the payment and contracting controls in place are working properly. There will continue to be some monthly service payments for clients who were already placed and some payments to meet existing legal obligations with providers. Be assured that those clients who have benefitted from OTM will continue to receive payments.

Finally, we initiated an internal audit of all SPD payment and contracting systems when these issues came to light last fall. I expect to receive the findings of that audit by the end of June. The audit will cover four major sections: contracting, payments, client eligibility and provider eligibility. There will also be a review of general financial controls, and that additional audit will be completed by the end of August. Recommendations to correct or resolve any identified issues will be prioritized in our strategic operations improvement plan for the Division, and I will keep you informed of our progress on that corrective action plan.

Oregon has been visionary in its service to seniors and people with disabilities, and we all want that to continue.
We are recognized nationally for the priority we’ve placed in serving people in their own homes and communities, avoiding or delaying the need for higher cost community-based or nursing facility services.

If we are to continue that leadership role – and effectively manage the challenge of caring for vulnerable people with fewer resources – we must have the right people and the right systems in place. I take my role as a steward of taxpayer resources very seriously and understand both the privilege and responsibility that come with that role. The actions I’m taking today will ensure that we’ve learned from the past and are building a stronger future. The people on whose behalf we work deserve nothing less.

You can access the full report at http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/spd/data/otm-final-rpt.pdf

MFP/Oregon On the Move: Background

"On the Move" is a Money Follows the Person project funded by the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. The grant program was begun by Congress in 2005, and Oregon was approved for $40.2 million. The grants rely mostly upon federal funds to buy equipment and pay for building modifications and other critical items that could make the difference between a nursing home placement and more independent living.
OTM allows Medicaid match funds to be used for startup costs in relocating persons from nursing homes and allows for a higher federal match for the first year after the person has been relocated. Project funding for Oregon began in April, 2008, with the goal of helping long-term institutionalized people with complex medical and long-term care needs get services in their communities with wraparound supports and services.
Oregon estimated the people to be served to include:

• 40 children with developmental disabilities in pediatric nursing facilities

• 260 seniors with ADL and other needs in nursing facilities

• 500 adults with physical disabilities in nursing facilities, and

• 200 adults with developmental disabilities in nursing and intermediate care facilities.

OTM has served 297 people to date, both seniors and developmentally disabled (DD) clients. This includes 37 individuals transitioned from the Eastern Oregon Training Center following that closure in 2009. One-time startup costs have averaged $9,784 for seniors and $13,000 for DD clients. The average monthly cost thereafter has been $3,100 for senior and $10,800 for DD clients.
Since 2008, Oregon has drawn down $17.9 million in federal Medicaid funds of the $40.2 million available. In addition, the program has spent $6.4 million in state General Funds. There have been 31.25 positions funded by the grant (7 in the SPD administration office; the remainder in field offices across the state.)
In August, the program was suspended in response to information re: the Clatsop Care Center District, which had embarked on an $8 million building project and had been assured of $1.8 million in OTM grant funding.
Dr. Bruce Goldberg, DHS Director at the time, ordered an investigation into the program in September, 2010.
==================================================================

Tamie Hopp, Director of Government Relations & Advocacy

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Dues and Donations to VOR can now be made ONLINE. 


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/donate/online-donation-form for Donations


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/join/online-membership-form to Join or Renew

TO JOIN, RENEW OR DONATE BY FAX or MAIL:

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE: $40 per individual, $200 per family organization, or $250 per provider/professional organization. Extra donations are welcome!

You may pay by check or credit card:
VOR
836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-253-0675 fax (for referrals or credit card payment

thopp@vor.net (for referrals) 

____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address (if paying by credit card, use billing address). All forms must include complete address including zip code)

_____________________________________________
City St Zip

_____________________________________________
Phone Fax

_____________________________________________
E-Mail

_________________________________________________
Family/Professional Organization Affiliation (if applicable)

If paying by credit card, please provide the following information:

Amount to charge to card: $_______________________
Card Type: _____ Mastercard _____ Visa  ____ Discover

Card Number: ___________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________________

Cardholder's Signature: ___________________________
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