HURRY! EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION – DISCOUNT IF REGISTERED BEFORE APRIL 1
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
VOR 2010 ANNUAL CONFERENCE and INITIATIVE

June 4 – 9, 2010

The Liaison Capitol Hill

Washington, D.C.

Early Bird Registration Rates by April 1; Online Registration

Sponsorship and Recognition Opportunities!

See, from complete conference details: http://www.vor.net/events/
----------------------------------------

VOR Weekly E-Mail Update

March 12, 2010

----------------------------------------

=====================================================

Focus on Utah
1.  Developmental Center Choice Bill Passes!

2.  Parents of Disabled Want a Say
3. Funding for the disabled to take significant cut
---------------------------------------------------------
1. Developmental Center Choice Bill Passes!
----------------------------------------------------------
SB 160 (Utah State Developmental Center Amendments) has passed the Utah Legislature and is awaiting the Governor’s decision!
SB 160 requires that, when a person qualifies to receive services under the home and community based services waiver, the Utah Division of Services for People with Disabilities shall inform the person, or that person’s legal representative or legal guardian, of any reasonable alternatives under the waiver, and place the person in the Utah State Developmental Center, or another ICF/MR if the person, or the person’s legal representative or legal guardian chooses that placement.

SB 160 embraces Federal Medicaid Law, respects individual and family decisionmaking, and will change the practice of the Division of Services for People With Disabilities, which before made placement decisions regardless of individual and guardian choice. 

Not surprisingly, the Utah DD Council and Protection & Advocacy agency (the Disability Law Center) strongly opposed SB 160 arguing that the bill “overturns [current] criteria by mandating that the Division of Services for People with Disabilities (DSPD) ‘strongly consider’ the preference of an individual, legal representative, or guardian for placement at the USDC.” 

The Council and P&A indicated it understood the “frustration felt by families unable to access needed supports and services,” but preferred the current practice of DSPD making the final placement decisions regardless of choice. The Council and P&A stated that “SB 160 was the wrong solution at the wrong time” because it had the potential of expanding access to developmental center supports.
Needless to say, VOR is thrilled that SB 160 passed. We too understand and truly empathize with families who are struggling to access needed supports and services and sees SB 160 for what it is: A bill that embraces freedom of choice and expansion of options. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------

2. Related Story: Parents of Disabled Want a Say

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Summary: This article focuses on parent support for SB 160. Featured in this story is Mary Paulsen, a long time VOR member. Her testimonial about P&As lack of concern for her son who received serious injuries while living in a group home is on VOR’s website. See,  http://www.vor.net/legislative-voice/additional-dd-act-reauthorization-resources/utah-mother-her-sons-severe-burns-at-a-group-home-and-the-utah-paas-lack-of-response.
Salt Lake Tribute

By Kirsten Stewart

February 25, 2010
In one group home, Philip Paulsen was left unattended and was seriously burned in a cooking accident. While playing with water -- a habit when he's anxious -- the severely autistic adult caused $5,000 in damage to a supervised apartment. He was evicted for assaulting a caregiver. 

As his mother, 73-year-old Mary Paulsen rounds the corner to old age, she feels the "security, consistency and supervision" her son needs can only be found at the state-run Utah Developmental Center in American Fork. 

But with a movement to keep the disabled out of institutions underway for decades, Paulsen and other parents feel shut out of decisions about where their loved ones will live. They're now asking lawmakers to endorse legislation that would make it easier for parents to institutionalize their mentally disabled children. 

SB 160 would require the Division of Services for People with Disabilities to "strongly consider" the preference of a parent or legal guardian when deciding whether to place someone at the Developmental Center. It would guarantee a transfer to the center in cases where the cost is equal to, or less than, the cost of keeping someone at a nursing home. And it limits the division's power to move residents to less restrictive settings. 

"This isn't about which choice is better," Paulsen said at a recent committee hearing. "It's about freedom of choice." 

Currently, placement decisions for people getting Medicaid-paid services are made by a committee. And the Developmental Center is open only those who are a danger to themselves or others and who are in need of continuous medical care or evaluation. 

Disability services director Alan Ormsby can override the committee. He hasn't taken a position on the bill other than to say the Developmental Center plays an important role. Part of its charge is to "stabilize people with challenging behavioral and medical issues and help them to return to the community," he said. 

While 22 people in three years have transitioned out of the center, very few newcomers have been admitted in. At a time of shortages, as private ICFs/MR are nearly full, the center has 45 vacant beds. 

"It seems people can choose to get out, but no one can choose to get in," said Rep. Margaret Dayton, R-Orem, the sponsor of SB160. 

The measure is expected to come before the Senate this week, having won committee endorsement, despite concerns from disabled rights advocates who say it would be fiscally irresponsible to open admission to the most expensive service option in a budget crisis. 

"Utah's waiting list for disabled services has been frozen for 18 months," said Joyce Dolcourt with the Legislative Coalition for People with Disabilities. 

Various studies have shown the Developmental Center costs from 10 percent to 100 percent more than options in the community, such as group homes. Hoping to capitalize on an appetite to contain Medicaid costs, advocates have in recent years argued for the center's closure. 

But parents like Paulsen say the belief that community is always cheaper is partly to blame for a woefully underfunded community system that is ill-equipped to care for those with complex needs. 

"For some, institutional care is actually the least expensive option. But there aren't enough beds in this state," said Carola Zitzmann, the Holladay mother of a non-verbal autistic adult.  She believes that by denying access to the few beds that are open at the Developmental Center, Utah is in violation of federal Medicaid law, which gives individuals a choice between institutional care or home and community care. 

Dean Robinson says bleeding the Developmental Center of clients raises its per-bed costs, which he fears will eventually lead to its demise. 

Robinson's profoundly retarded son Mark, 55, is one of the center's long-term residents. "Community placement wasn't an option for us,"said Robinson, a retired dentist living in Orem. 

Paulsen, meanwhile, is at a loss to understand why the state rejected her petition to transfer Philip to the Developmental Center. 

After his shirt caught fire on a gas stove, burning much of his back and part of his arm, Paulsen took him into her Millcreek home, scrubbing his scabs and changing his bandages with the help of a friend who is a nurse. 

He is now at another group home, after his eviction from a supervised apartment for injuring staff last year. 

"I know what Philip can be like," said Paulsen. "I know him better than anyone else, which is why I think I should have some say on his placement." 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

3. Funding for the disabled to take significant cut

-----------------------------------------------------------------

By Julia Lyon and Brooke Adams

The Salt Lake Tribune

March 11, 2010
Funding for the disabled will be significantly cut in some areas next year -- though state officials agreed Thursday the outcome could have been far worse. 

The state institution for the disabled is expected to lose $2 million, which may lead to fewer staff members, increased privatization of services and a cut in beds. However, several dozen beds are empty at the Utah Developmental Center, so no residents will be required to leave. Another cut of roughly $1 million may mean additional layoffs and increased loads for case managers at the Division of Services for People with Disabilities. 

Some parents hope a SB160 will increase access to the state's developmental center. 

The state budget for mental health services would be reduced by $1.7 million --- posing a $1 million loss for Salt Lake County, the largest recipient of the dollars. 

But a potential cut to the state's Division of Aging, which would have impacted elder abuse investigations, will not take place. Funding for the General Assistance program, which provides short-term financial assistance to low-income disabled Utahns, was also essentially preserved. 

A $1.9 million cut in regional case management funds at the Division of Child and Family will require trimming 80 to 100 jobs.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tamie Hopp, Director of Government Relations & Advocacy

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Dues and Donations to VOR can now be made ONLINE. 


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/donate/online-donation-form for Donations


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/join/online-membership-form to Join or Renew

TO JOIN, RENEW OR DONATE BY FAX or MAIL:

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE: $25 per individual, $150 per family organization, or $200 per provider/professional organization. Extra donations are welcome!

You may pay by check or credit card:
VOR
836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-253-0675 fax (for referrals or credit card payments)

Tamie327@hotmail.com (for referrals or credit card payments)

____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address (if paying by credit card, use billing address). All forms must include complete address including zip code)

_____________________________________________
City St Zip

_____________________________________________
Phone Fax

_____________________________________________
E-Mail

_________________________________________________
Family/Professional Organization Affiliation (if applicable)

If paying by credit card, please provide the following information:

Amount to charge to card: $_______________________
Card Type: _____ Mastercard _____ Visa  ____ Discover

Card Number: ___________________________________


Expiration Date: __________________________________

Cardholder's Signature: ___________________________
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