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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. VOR Annual Conference Early Bird Registration now Open!  Register online
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Current VOR members are invited to register for VOR’s Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. now. Registrations from current VOR members received by April 1, 2010 are just $40, a $10 savings. 

Nonmembers can register for $75, a fee which includes Annual Meeting registration and a one-year membership. 

For Conference and Initiative dates and details, visit www.vor.net/events/. Click on “Registration” to register online. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Worth Repeating! Help Get the Word Out to your Contacts: Recognition and Sponsorship Opportunities:  Support VOR, Honor an individual, organization or business in VOR’s Annual Conference Program
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New in 2010! Recognize an individual, organization or business in VOR's Conference Program. 
Recognition space is available in different sizes and is a great way to put your message in the hands of every Conference participant.
Be a Sponsor. Find a Sponsor! Support VOR’s Annual Meeting and Washington Initiative by selecting from various sponsorship categories from sessions to lunch to literature costs. All sponsors receive recognition at the meeting, on VOR’s website and in our publications. 
Visit www.vor.net/events/listing/sponsorship-opportunities for complete Recognition and Sponsorship details. 

STATE NEWS

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3. California: State announces plan to close Lanterman Developmental Center in Pomona
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Note: VOR will be offering testimony in support of Lanterman. 

For Immediate Release

California Association of Psychiatric Technicians

January 29, 2010

CAPT says professional care for people with developmental disabilities should be top priority
 
At a general employee meeting Friday morning at Lanterman Developmental Center in Pomona, state Department of Developmental Services representatives officially announced plans to close the state center that provides care for hundreds of Californians with developmental disabilities. 
 
No actual closure date was given, and other details were not available from the DDS at this time.
 
The 24-hour facility currently has 398 clients and employs 511 members of the California Association of Psychiatric Technicians. 
 
CAPT members at Lanterman – Psychiatric Technicians, Psychiatric Technician Assistants and Senior Psychiatric Technicians --  provide round-the-clock level-of-care nursing and therapeutic care for the Californians with profound to severe developmental disabilities who call the facility home.
 
CAPT members say client care should be first in the minds of everyone involved. It is unclear what the plans are for the individuals living at the developmental center, but the association worries many clients will be transferred to community homes that lack the high level of vital services individuals depend upon at Lanterman.
 
“The unique, professional services provided at Lanterman and at other state developmental centers simply don’t exist anywhere else,” said CAPT State President Tony Myers, himself a Lanterman Senior Psychiatric Technician. “We will fight for our clients and the services we proudly provide them.”
FEDERAL BUDGET NEWS

--------------------------------------------------------------

4. Entitlement Commission proposed

--------------------------------------------------------------

The President is expected to announce the creation of a bipartisan Entitlement Commission to explore revenue and entitlement policy, including consideration of Medicaid, Medicare and Social Security. This idea, aimed at finding ways to reduce the deficit (which could translate into cuts to some vital programs for people with disabilities) also has the support of some in Congress. 
--------------------------------------------------------------

5. U.S. Senate Bill Proposes to Extend FMAP Increase
--------------------------------------------------------------

Capitol Insider

Disability Policy Collaboration

Volume 15, Issue 6

February 8, 2010 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) and Senator John Rockefeller (D-WV) introduced legislation to extend the federal matching rate (FMAP) for an additional six months. FMAP is the amount of federal Medicaid funds states receive as a match to state funding. 
The current enhanced FMAP expires on December 31, 2010. The new bill would retain the FMAP increase through June 30, 2011. The Senate leadership hopes to attach this bill to a measure that is soon to come up for a vote, possibly in the jobs bill. The House passed a similar measure last year. Many states are relying on the enhanced Medicaid match to avoid further cuts in Medicaid services. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
6.    White House budget cut to charitable deduction alarms philanthropists and non-profits
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

January 28, 2010
By Gautham Nagesh 
February 1, 2010 
Daily Caller
The Obama administration’s fiscal 2011 budget proposes cutting the tax deduction for charitable donations, alarming both philanthropists and non-profits across the country.
The White House is expecting to collect an additional $291 billion over the next decade by reducing the write-off for families earning over $250,000 despite the fact Congress roundly rejected such a measure last year. While the administration is portraying this as a populist move, experts have said [1] the end result will be a significant blow to charities and non-profits already reeling in the midst of the recession.
“It’s frankly surprising to see this proposal come back this year, it was very controversial last year,” said Tom Riley, vice president for communications at the Philanthropy Roundtable. “This of all times isn’t the time to take actions that would discourage charitable giving. The need for non-profits hasn’t been higher for a generation.”
Roberton Williams, a senior fellow at the Tax Policy Center said the rule change would make it about 10 percent more expensive for individuals affected to donate to charity. He estimated that would correspond to a $10 billion drop in donations out of the $300 billion Americans give annually.
“From the perspective of charities, they’re in a tough time right anyway,” Williams said. “Some charities have been seeing a drop-off in donations and charities themselves that have endowments are seeing a drop-off in return from investments. It’s a double whammy.”
Last year the Obama administration defended the move, claiming that the $100 million included in the Recovery Act for charities and non-profits would help cover the gap, along with the natural rise in donations following the economic recovery. Those arguments will be even tougher to make this year with the country still mired in double-digit unemployment and no second stimulus for charities in the works.
“I think that can be a naive view, that charities will be specifically helped by getting potential government dollars instead of private dollars they are getting right now,” Riley said. “The idea that private money will be replaced by growth that may or may not happen, government programs that may or may not happen, seems at best a risky bet.”
The cut is targeted to include families that are the largest donors to charitable organizations. Riley pointed out that many members of Congress united with the philanthropic community last year to defeat the measure and he expects a similar outcry this year. Among the most vocal critics on the Hill last year was Sen. John Thune, South Dakota Republican.  If the proposal fails, the Obama administration will be forced to look for other savings to avoid tacking another $300 billion onto the already multi-trillion dollar medium-term deficits.
“I think people in charitable world are going to be very alarmed to see this come back,” Riley said. “We thought this was a battle of ideas that had been won.”
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tamie Hopp, Director of Government Relations & Advocacy

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Dues and Donations to VOR can now be made ONLINE. 


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/donate/online-donation-form for Donations


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/join/online-membership-form to Join or Renew

TO JOIN, RENEW OR DONATE BY FAX or MAIL:

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE: $25 per individual, $150 per family organization, or $200 per provider/professional organization. Extra donations are welcome!

You may pay by check or credit card:
VOR
836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-253-0675 fax (for referrals or credit card payments)
Tamie327@hotmail.com (for referrals or credit card payments)

____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address (if paying by credit card, use billing address). All forms must include complete address including zip code)

_____________________________________________
City St Zip

_____________________________________________
Phone Fax

_____________________________________________
E-Mail

_________________________________________________
Family/Professional Organization Affiliation (if applicable)

If paying by credit card, please provide the following information:

Amount to charge to card: $_______________________
Card Type: _____ Mastercard _____ Visa  ____ Discover

Card Number: ___________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________________

Cardholder's Signature: ___________________________
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