HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY! Give those you love the gift of a VOR membership! 

VOR Annual Conference and Washington Initiative
June 10 – 14, 2011

Updated Agenda available at VOR’s website.
Online registration now available! 

http://www.vor.net
Visit VOR’s website soon and often

Make VOR your homepage!
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VOR and YOU

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Online Registration for VOR’s Annual Conference now available! Register today!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Update! For your convenience, you can now register for VOR’s Annual Conference and Initiative online at VOR’s website. Visit http://vor.net/events/. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. VOR’s “Every Member Campaign”! Together We are VOR!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What is the Every Member Campaign?

To meet current and expansion needs, we have established the “Every Member Campaign” with a goal of $48,000.  This will provide the needed funding to meet the above goals while continuing our current advocacy programs for every member. 

VOR is over 3,200 members/households strong. It will only take $20 per month or a $240 donation for the year to meet this goal.

As one member stated:

“I think I can give up one gourmet coffee a week to make sure VOR is there to help my daughter when we need it.”

Please participate!

As VOR member and contributors, each of you are part of a unique organization!

VOR is the only national advocacy agency that is unique in its fundamental mission to advocate in support of a full continuum of care options for people with mental retardation/developmental disabilities, and their families. 

Our success and effectiveness is undeniable.  

The need for VOR is critical. 
VOR is a good and necessary investment.

If not VOR, who?

 VOR is only as strong as our members’ support.   VOR is supported 100% by membership dues and private donations. We receive absolutely no public funding. 

We value and need your continued financial support.  For VOR to continue our success and expand our advocacy, we have identified the following immediate advocacy needs: 

· An online “e-advocacy” program for immediate and easy responses to VOR’s Action Alerts.

· A legislative advocacy workshop at VOR’s Annual Conference and a related webinar for all.

·  Expansion of VOR’s State Coordinator Program so families can be prepared when they need to be. 

· Contributions to the Burke Legal Advocacy Fund to expand our popular legal advocacy program. 

Thank You!

Please take a moment to fill contribution form on page 11, which includes an opportunity to participate in the Every Member Campaign. Thank you. Your support will help us meet our goal for 2011 so we can continue to advance our efforts to be here when you need us to protect your loved ones!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3. Sponsorship and Recognition Opportunities for VOR’s Annual Conference

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Just a friendly reminder – there are many sponsorship and recognition opportunities at every level of giving. Please consider helping support VOR’s conference in this way. 

And, consider attending the VOR Annual Conference and Initiative. Numbers really, really count!
Check out details at http://vor.net/events/
Thank you!
===================================================
MISSOURI FAMILY ADVOCACY

In several states, bills threaten closure of one or more ICFs/MR.  In Missouri, family advocates are working hard to oppose a closure bill. Their grassroots response ranges from testimony, to grassroots advocacy, to media outreach. Many VOR advocates in other states are pursuing similar approaches. Missouri is featured here and offers some examples that can be adapted to your state advocacy.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
4. Great Testimony Delivered by Mary Vitale

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Mary Vitale is the President of the Bellefontaine Habilitation Center (ICF/MR) Parents Association and the VOR Missouri Co-State Coordinators. 

Public Testimony House Appropriations Health, Mental Health, Social Services Committee
January 24, 2011

Good afternoon.  Thank you for this opportunity to speak with you today. My name is Mary Vitale. I am the current president of the Bellefontaine Parents Association.  I am also the Missouri state coordinator for the national organization, VOR.  We advocate for a full continuum of care for persons diagnosed with mental retardation, including home, community placement, and habilitation centers.  

Most importantly, I am the sister and legal guardian for my 57 year old brother, who is severely mentally retarded having a mental capacity of a 3 year old.  He has been in a wheelchair all of his life, and has never been able to walk or talk. He uses gestures and facial expressions to try to communicate.   He has severe agitated behaviors, and is on a choking precaution because of swallowing abnormalities.  He is totally dependent upon others for all his daily needs.  The care and services he receives at the Bellefontaine Habilitation Center has allowed him to attain and maintain his highest abilities. 

I am in contact with families across the state and across the country. Their stories are much the same as mine.  Families are extremely alarmed at the relentless efforts to close habilitation centers over the objections of families who need them.

Because of a St. Louis Post Dispatch expose about the care of persons with mental retardation, many long hours of statewide hearings, testimonies, and individual meetings were held in 2006.  The recommendations are in two extensive reports quoted below.  

The Mental Health Commission Report of August 2006 states:
     “The Department of Mental Health and the Governor must make a clear and unequivocal commitment to providing a continuum of facility and community-based services that afford real choices to all Missourians who require DMH services. The experiences of other state departments of mental health in the U.S. have demonstrated that there are clients with specific profiles of disability and or medical/psychiatric co-morbidity, who may be better served in dedicated centers than in community settings.”

The Mental Health Task Force Report of November 2006, chaired by Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder states:
     “The Department of Mental Health shall make a clear and unequivocal commitment to providing public and community based services that afford real choices for all Missourians who require DMH services. Because it is recognized that various types of care are needed for different individuals, the Department shall provide services on a person by person basis.  To that end, no habilitation center shall be closed as long as there is a need for its continued operation. Conversely, any habilitation center for which there is no need shall be closed. This will require the collaboration of the Governor, legislators, the Department, consumers, and their families. Budget action for capital renovation and facility upgrades will be a necessity.”

It is unconscionable that these reports are being ignored!!!

The community is not prepared to take proper care of persons with high level needs who now in habilitation centers. What convinced me even more of this fact was my participation in a review of providers who answered an RFP from the Department of Mental Health and Office of Administration.  Out of 17 interested providers only 6 submitted proposals. Out of those 6, only 2 of the proposals were acceptable for interviewing.  The others lacked the expertise or the financial stability to care for the high level of needs of habilitation center residents.  Although the 2 providers interviewed did do some good work, we found out that each of them had recent Immediate Jeopardy situations twice in only one year, one of them declared a homicide.  Nothing I heard in this whole process convinced me that the care of habilitation center residents would be safer, better, or cheaper in the community.


Habilitation centers do offer cost-effective care for the most disabled population of persons with mental retardation.  Their high level of disability will cost more than high functioning persons who can live in the community. A 2003 and 2009 updated peer-reviewed cost comparison study published in Mental Retardation, states: “From the studies reviewed here, it is clear that large savings are not possible in the field of developmental disabilities by shifting residents from institutions to community placements.” 

Many advocates of closing habilitation centers use very fuzzy math when talking about costs. Many times expenses such as dental, medical, therapies, transportation costs, room and board, and day programming are not included.  Habilitation costs are all inclusive. Not so with community costs. 

Did you know that when some residents move to the community they end up having to apply for food stamps? This is not cost savings - this is cost shifting to another agency.

Did you know that the millions of federal reimbursement dollars for habilitation centers go into the Missouri general fund to be used for other state expenditures?  In the community, these federal reimbursement dollars go to the provider.

Again, when comparing apples to apples, habilitation centers are cost effective.

The way to make them more cost effective is to allow new long term admissions.  Families that come to habilitation centers from the community for crisis services are thrilled with the care received, and comment that their loved one is doing better than they have done in several years because of all the specialized supports located on one campus! They want their family member to stay at a habilitation center, but are denied that choice!  Families with loved ones now living in habilitation centers know the cost-effective, quality care and services provided in these facilities.  Open up long term admissions for these families who desperately want and need these services!!!!  They can also be used them as resource centers for those living in the community, as some other states are doing.

We represent the minority - the less than 5% of citizens who are severely disabled with profound mental retardation, multiple physical impairments, extreme behavior challenges, and ongoing medical concerns. Your decisions about habilitation centers should be based on sound judgment, not on which group can bring the most people to testify and sit in the gallery.  It is time we stopped fighting a battle that paints community care as good and habilitation center care as bad.  We must take steps that respect the needs of each individual.

Please remember that your term in office will end in a few years, but the decisions you make about habilitation centers will last a lifetime for me, my brother, and other families who need them.  

The residents of Missouri habilitation centers need and deserve the level of care provided in these centers to continue to live a decent life and die a natural death, not death caused by lack of proper care. 

Closing habilitation centers is truly like pulling the plug on the life support system needed by these residents over the objections of loving families, resulting in avoidable death, abuse, and neglect. 

If indeed this is where our state and country are going – then God help us all.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

5. Two Great Letters to the Editor in support of choice

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Keep habilitation centers open
Letters to the editor, February 5
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Mary Vitale, President, Bellefontaine Parents Association
Families across the state are extremely alarmed with Senate Bill 56 filed by state Sen. Scott Rupp, R-Wentzville. This bill calls for the closing of Missouri habilitation centers, which are homes for people diagnosed with profound mental retardation. Many times, these residents also have multiple physical impairments, severe behavior challenges and ongoing medical conditions.

Closing the state's habilitation centers is like pulling the plug on the life-support system that allows these residents to live a life of dignity.

It is appalling that Mr. Rupp is ignoring long hours of testimony from statewide public hearings, legislative hearings, individual meetings with legislators and public protests. The conclusions of this statewide effort are contained in the August 2006 report from the Missouri Mental Health Committee and the November 2006 report from the Missouri Mental Health Task Force.
Both reports state: "No habilitation center should be closed as long as it is needed."

The best evidence that habilitation centers are needed now and in the future is in the thriving lives of the residents. Families with loved ones now living in habilitation centers know the cost-effective quality care and services provided in these facilities.

Families that come to habilitation centers from the community for crisis services are thrilled with the care received and comment that their loved ones are doing better than they have done in years because of all the specialized supports located on one campus. They want their family member to stay at a habilitation center, but they are denied that choice.
Missouri must keep habilitation centers open and allow new long-term admissions.
Letters to the editor
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Jean A. Ambrow, Parent, Co-Guardian

Missouri ICF/MR Habilitation Centers were originally established and intended for "LIFE." Many residents at Bellefontaine Habilitation Center have lived there for 50 or more years.  

The history of "PAST PRACTICE" alone refutes the position of present-day Mental Health Officials' claim that "they were never intended as lifetime homes."  

The selflessness of "THE GREATEST GENERATION" in providing tax dollars for the betterment of lives at Bellefontaine is visibly lacking in society's responsiveness to the needs of the most vulnerable today.  This sad fact is apparent in the gradual eating away of funds intended for the most vulnerable and unwillingness to prioritize and expand successful programs.  

Over time we have observed their funds being directed to other areas, including salary and benefit increases for upper management, while neglecting direct care persons, full-time doctors, nurses and professional therapists, as originally intended.   We won't need more legislation to limit choices for the residents until we see the same commitment to similar legislation to cut back salaries and benefits for our civic leaders at all levels of civil service.

The residents of the Habilitation Centers enjoy communities that afford acceptance in familiar environments with on-site necessary services, as originally promised, as well as opportunities to develop and maintain their level of innate abilities.

It is obvious that the ICF/MR Habilitation Centers need to not only be kept open, but expanded to meet the needs of those on the lengthy waiting lists desperate for lifetime homes.  Where are the voices of those persons willing to speak up for a "HUMAN HUMANE SOCIETY' for the most vulnerable???

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
6. Missouri choice advocates coordinate Capitol Call-In Week
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The following was circulated to family and choice advocates throughout the State of Missouri
…………………………………………………..

CAPITOL CALL IN WEEK          

FEBRUARY 14 – 18, 2011

Hello, my name is________________.  I would like to leave a message  or__________________.  That message is “I support keeping habilitation centers open and allowing new long-term admissions to these centers.  They provide comprehensive, very cost effective care to Mo. citizens with the severest degree of mental retardation and the highest degree of physical and behavior impairments. Thank you for giving this message to ____________.

[Contact information for State Legislators and key members of the State Administration was provide under the template message].
…………………………………………………..

===================================================================

Tamie Hopp, Director of Government Relations & Advocacy

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Dues and Donations to VOR can now be made ONLINE. 


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/donate/online-donation-form for Donations


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/join/online-membership-form to Join or Renew

TO JOIN, RENEW OR DONATE BY FAX or MAIL:

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE: $40 per individual, $200 per family organization, or $250 per provider/professional organization. Extra donations are welcome!

You may pay by check or credit card:
VOR
836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-253-0675 fax (for referrals or credit card payment
thopp@vor.net (for referrals) 

____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address (if paying by credit card, use billing address). All forms must include complete address including zip code)

_____________________________________________
City St Zip

_____________________________________________
Phone Fax

_____________________________________________
E-Mail

_________________________________________________
Family/Professional Organization Affiliation (if applicable)

If paying by credit card, please provide the following information:

Amount to charge to card: $_______________________
Card Type: _____ Mastercard _____ Visa  ____ Discover

Card Number: ___________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________________

Cardholder's Signature: ___________________________
======================================================
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