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In Support of Arkansas’ Human Development Centers 

Together We Make A Difference! 

FF/CFR Board of Directors Arkansas’ Human Development Centers  
are in need of your attention! 

 

 

 

Jonesboro  
    HDC 

 

 Conway 
    HDC 

 Booneville 
    HDC 

 

Arkadelphia 
    HDC 

 

Southeast AR 
    HDC 
 

“These specialized centers are absolute life-lines to many severely disabled individuals 

and they provide a foundational basis for Arkansas’ human services system.” 

 

 

This material has been prepared and paid for with funds from Families & Friends of Care Facility Residents.  
 Neither State funds, nor HDC funds were used in the printing of this material. 

 

President 
Mr. Darrell Pickney  -  Jonesboro HDC  
206 N. E. 2nd Street 
Hoxie, AR  72433 
Cell:  870-930-5574 
ddpickney@yahoo.com  

 
Vice-President 
Ms. Loretta Alexander 
Conway HDC Parent Association President 
10 Lendl Loop 
Little Rock, AR  72210  
Phone:  501-455-8498   
Cell: 501-765-1117 
loretta.alexander@sbcglobal.net 

 
Treasurer 

Mr. Jerry March – Conway HDC 

1802 Berry Place Drive 

Conway, AR  72032 

Phone:  501-327-3230 

    emarch@conwaycorp.net 

 
   Secretary 

   Ms. Jan Fortney  – Conway HDC 

37 Yazoo Circle 

Maumelle, AR  72113 

Cell: 501-733-2379 

      jan.fortney@att.net   

 

Mr. Ben Finley 

Arkadelphia HDC Parent Association Pres. 

100 Sherwood Forest 

Mena, AR  71953 

Phone:  479-394-5440  or  479-234-1361 

benfinley@sbcglobal.net   

 
Mr. Richard Bokker 

Booneville HDC Parent Association Pres. 

PO Box 306 

Booneville, AR  72927 

Cell :  479-849-5019  

(No Email Address) 

 

   Ms. Gloria Holden 

   Jonesboro HDC Parent Association Pres. 

   607 Lakeshore Drive 

   Newport, AR  72112 

   Phone:  870-523-2158 

   gh@holdenscorner.com  

 

   Currently Vacant 

   SEAR HDC Parent Association President 

  

 

Mr. Parnell Allbritton – Arkadelphia HDC 

2430 Edgewood Drive 

Bismark, AR  71929 

Phone:  501-865-2470 

allbrwp@gmail.com  

 

  Mr. Mike Caudill – Conway HDC 

  4041 Caerleon Circle 

  Bentonville, AR  72712 

  Phone: 479-268-3039 

  mcaudill@cavespringsar.com  

  mcaudill@cox.net 

 

  Mr. Steve Colbert – Conway HDC 

  144 Marvin Fisher Rd 

  Beebe, AR  72012 

  Phone: 501-288-0609 

  slcolbert@gmail.com 

 

  Mr. Terry Johnson – Jonesboro HDC 

  600 S. 52nd St. Ste 101 

  Rogers, AR  72758 

  Cell:  479-270-3191 

  Terry.Johnson@clearpointe.com  

 

  Mr. Paul Rainwater - Conway HDC 

  5400 Chenonceua Blvd #635 

  Little Rock, AR  72223 

  Phone: 501-251-5479 

  paulrnwtr@aol.com  

 

 

 

 

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS: 

 

Mr. Larry Taylor  

5501 Southwood Road 

Little Rock, AR  72205                

Phone:  501-664-5297 

Cell:  501-960-3511                

elt@email.com  

 

Ms. Annette Matthews 

    5504 North Vine 

North Little Rock, AR  72116 

    Phone:  501-771-1898 

Cell:  501-681-8052 

annette.matthews@sbcglobal.net  

 

Mr. William F. Sherman 

809 N. Palm Street                                 

Little Rock, AR  72205                 

Home: 501-661-1963                              

Work: 501-372-3148                              

Fax:  501-663-7004                                                                                                

wfsherman@sbcglobal.net  

 

Mr. Alan Fortney – Conway HDC 

37 Yazoo Circle 

Maumelle, AR  72113 

Cell: 501-733-2379 

      alan.fortney@att.net   

 

Ms. Carole Sherman –  Arkadelphia HDC 

450 Midland Street 

Little Rock, AR  72205 

Home: 501-661-1963 

Work: 501-372-3148 

carolelsherman@sbcglobal.net 

 

Ms. Rita Hoover - Conway HDC  

110 Apple Blossom Loop 

Maumelle, AR  72113   

Phone:  501-993-4041 

    rhoover@fridayfirm.com   

 

Ms. Rita Edwards – Booneville HDC 

1031 Pine Bluff Street 

Malvern, AR  72104 

Home: 501-337-1228 

Cell: 501-317-7167 

ritae@pci-ark.com  

 

Ms. Cynthia Schoeppey, Public Representative 

P.O. Box 1023 

Mena, AR  71953 

Cell:  479-234-8566 

Office: 479-243-9277 

cschoeppey@yahoo.com  

 

Ms. Heather Bradway, Jonesboro HDC 

2505 Brooke McQueen Place 

Jonesboro, AR  72404 

Cell: 870-974-2152 

heatherbradway@yahoo.com  

 

Mr. R. Gregg Reep, Public Representative 

409 N. Walnut 

Warren, AR  71671 

Cell:  870-820-2403 

greggreep@gmail.com  

 

Ms. Earline Stoddard, Conway HDC 

2906 Pikewood Drive 

Bryant, AR  72022 

Cell: 501-416-8279 

earlinehallam@sbcglobal.net  

 

Ms. Diane W. Thorne, Conway HDC 

117 Viajero Drive 

Hot Springs Village, AR  71909 

Phone: 501-922-9242  

dwthorne@gmail.com 
 

 

Ms. J.P. Peters, Booneville HDC 

j.p.peters@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:ddpickney@yahoo.com
mailto:loretta.alexander@sbcglobal.net
mailto:emarch@conwaycorp.net
mailto:jan.fortney@att.net
mailto:benfinley@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gh@holdenscorner.com
mailto:allbrwp@gmail.com
mailto:mcaudill@cavespringsar.com
mailto:mcaudill@cox.net
mailto:slcolbert@gmail.com
mailto:Terry.Johnson@clearpointe.com
mailto:paulrnwtr@aol.com
mailto:elt@email.com
mailto:annette.matthews@sbcglobal.net
mailto:wfsherman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:alan.fortney@att.net
mailto:clsherman@aristotle.net
mailto:rhoover@fridayfirm.com
mailto:ritae@pci-ark.com
mailto:cschoeppey@yahoo.com
mailto:heatherbradway@yahoo.com
mailto:greggreep@gmail.com
mailto:earlinehallam@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dwthorne@gmail.com
mailto:j.p.peters@sbcglobal.net


FACTS ABOUT THE ARKANSAS HDC PROGRAMS: 
 There are five state-operated Intermediate Care Facilities for Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities 

(“ICFs/IID”) in the state of Arkansas.  In our state, these Medicaid-certified licensed facilities are called Human 
Development Centers (HDCs).  HDCs serve over 900 individuals who come from ALL counties in Arkansas for 
the specialized care which their severe and complex conditions require.

 HDC residents are the most medically fragile and vulnerable of the citizens with developmental disabilities.

Over 65% functions in the profound range of cognition; another 18% function in the severe range of cognition.

These individuals have no self-preservation skills.  Most residents are non-verbal or can only express their

hurts and needs with great difficulty and in limited ways.  HDC services include residential, habilitation,

rehabilitation, medical, dental, prescription drugs, transportation, oversight and monitoring, social work,

occupational, physical, and speech therapies, psychology, and community development & outreach services.

 HDCs are licensed by CMS (Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services); accredited by the Arkansas Office of 
Long Term Care; and are also accredited by CARF (Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities), an 
independent, non-profit organization that provides accreditation services worldwide.
HDC programs receive approximately $3 federal dollars for every $1 state dollar spent.

 Parents/Guardians/Friends work together through our statewide parent/guardian association to support HDC

programs.  We will forever be grateful for the life-saving HDC programs.  We vigorously object and oppose

activities which are designed to undermine and destroy these vital services.

What Legislators really need 
to know - 

Our loved ones depend on you! 
WHO WE ARE: 

FF/CFR is a volunteer organization, comprised of families, guardians and friends of people with intellectual 

developmental disabilities, most of whom live in one of Arkansas’ five HDCs.  We are a 501c3 non-profit 

corporation, and have no paid staff (we advocate at our own expense).  We do not employ a lobbyist, and we are 

dedicated to securing, maintaining and improving services for Arkansans with all levels of intellectual 

developmental disabilities.  We advocate for a full range of services and a full continuum of living arrangements. 

The parents, guardians, families, and friends of Arkansas’ five Human Development Centers state our continued 

support of these vital centers.  Our loved ones who reside in the Human Development Centers (HDCs) have 

critical needs that can only be met there.  Many of the individuals living there are very health-fragile and need 

the intricate care and safety that only the HDCs can offer. 

Families and guardians face a difficult decision when looking for the best possible care for their loved ones with 

developmental disabilities – it is a personal choice. Therefore, we have chosen the best care by choosing the 

HDCs. 

Our families’ interests are strongly rooted in common sense and personal experience, and we, therefore, 

advocate for our loved ones. 

While many individuals in our local schools are learning calculus, literature, and speech, our loved ones are 

learning to hold a spoon, feed themselves, how to button a shirt, how to tolerate a crowd, and just to say the 

word “Momma”.   

Arkansas has accepted the responsibility of caring for some of its most vulnerable citizens in the State’s Human 

Development Centers.  Many of the residents not only have intellectual disabilities, but, also additional 

diagnoses.  We trust their lives and care to the trained staff of the HDCs.   

We appreciate Governor Mike Beebe’s support, and our Legislators’ support of our loved ones’ homes and 

community.  It is their life line!! 

Arkansas Victory Over the U.S. Department of Justice! 

On June 8, 2011, the DOJ lawsuit against the Conway Human Development Center was dismissed!  In an 85-page 

ruling, Judge Leon Holmes found that the DOJ failed to prove its claims that the CHDC violated its residents’ rights.  

He also noted that “community placement” is a term that implies a more integrated, less restrictive setting than 

does the term “institution,” but it does not follow from the use of these terms that a resident automatically will 

have a greater degree of interaction in community placement, i.e., with a waiver provider, than in an institution 

such as a Human Development Center.  The evidence established that residents of Conway Human Development 

Center do interact with nondisabled persons - the Center is not a prison with inmates barred from interaction with 

the outside world; and conversely, the evidence establishes that placement with a waiver provider does not 

guarantee any amount of interaction with nondisabled persons.   

(page 81 of the ruling, citing Olmstead, “[DOJ] Failed to prove that Conway Human Development Center is not the 

most integrated setting appropriate to the needs of any specific resident.”) 

Families & Friends of Care Facility Residents (FF/CFR)

SOLUTIONS ARE NEEDED TO CONTINUE THE IMPORTANT WORK OF THE HDCS
In order for some of Arkansas’ most vulnerable citizens to continue to receive needed services we ask Legislators to 
review the actual supports for Human Development Centers in our state.  Currently, adequate funds for upgrades 
and replacement of buildings at the five HDCs are urgently needed. Particularly, the oldest center, the Booneville 
HDC, is in urgent need of attention and funding. 

WE ASK YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

1) Adoption of an Amended DHS Budget (2014-2015) to provide funds to address the physical plant needs at
the human development centers and to begin the needed upgrades at Booneville HDC; 

2) Review by the appropriate legislative committees of all federal incentive grants which the state has
accepted or for which it plans to apply (2007- 2014).  How will the federal grants’ requirements affect 
Arkansas DHS policies, particularly what will be the effect of the grants on the human development centers 
and their vulnerable residents; 

3) Transparency in the formulation of the state’s human services policies and programs; HDC families want
to be involved in the state’s initiatives designed to bring changes in Arkansas’ Medicaid programs for people 
with cognitive-developmental disabilities.  In particular, we want an understanding of the role of the HDCs 
in the human services system. 


