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CLICK and EARN for VOR

1. The Chase Community Giving Challenge:  Help VOR earn money from Chase; just one click (or 20!)

COPY THIS: Robin Sims’ own advocacy checklist in action!

2. Press Release: Advocates for Developmental Center Residents Announce Release of Survey on Residential Choice

3. Families of developmentally disabled oppose N.J. institutions' closure, report says
Coming Up:  Federal Update

=====================================================
Click and Earn for VOR

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. The Chase Community Giving Challenge:  Help VOR earn money from Chase; just one click (or 20!)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chase Bank is giving away $5 million to various charities and asking us to help pick which ones! Please help VOR by voting for VOR!

Go to: http://apps.facebook.com/chasecommunitygiving/ and type in “Voice of the Retarded” where it says “search.” Then choose the ELK GROVE VILLAGE location (that’s the national VOR) and follow the steps from there. If you have a Facebook page you will be given the option to put something up on your “wall” about voting for VOR and encouraging others to do the same. You can vote up to 20 times!

Thanks for your help! If you have any questions, contact Julie Huso at husoj@sio.midco.net.

THANK YOU FOR VOTING!

COPY THIS: Robin Sims’ own advocacy checklist in action!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Press Release: Advocates for Developmental Center Residents Announce Release of Survey on Residential Choice

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Background: Earlier this week, Robin Sims held a press conference in her state capitol to announce the results of a residential survey that she helped spearhead. The survey was simple. It was sent to family members and guardians of New Jersey State Developmental Center residents. The survey asked recipients if they were happy with the current placement of their loved ones, or would prefer community-based care instead. The results were overwhelmingly (96%) in support of continued ICFs/MR placement. The press conference at the state capitol was an effort to reach lawmakers and the press with these statistics, and point out the serious flaws of earlier state surveys and studies that have been used to justify downsizing and closure proposals. In coalition with many families, Robin fought fire with fire, developing a survey for families and guardians that asked just one simple, unbiased question. 

The following is the press release for the event. Videos of the press conference can be found at: http://vimeo.com/8057837 and http://vimeo.com/8059191
A newspaper article from the Star Ledger follows the press release.
For Immediate Release

December 7, 2010

Contact: Robin Sims

ADVOCATES FOR DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER RESIDENTS

ANNOUNCE RELEASE OF SURVEY ON

RESIDENTIAL CHOICE

The results of a Survey on Residential Choice conducted by the Advocates for New Jersey Developmental Center Residents (The Advocates) were released today to members of the state’s General Assembly and Senate in the State House Annex. 

The study, conducted by parents and guardians of the more than 2,400 residents cared for at New Jersey’s seven intermediate care facilities for people with mental retardation (ICF/MR), was undertaken because of the concern that these vital facilities may be closed and may force the relocation of the residents to community housing regardless of the individual’s capabilities or level of need.

61 percent of the families and guardians receiving the survey responded and of that 61 percent, 96 percent said they wanted their family member to remain at the developmental center in which they are living, findings which are starkly different than figures reported by the state. 

The Advocates point to serious flaws in earlier surveys, as well as the practice of the Division of Developmental Disabilities to require treatment professionals to recommend community living, without regard to individual need or choice, in violation of the requirement for individualized treatment planning.  In addition, it is a conflict of interest for state employees in the Bureau of Guardianship Services to be used as “advocates” for persons receiving ICF/MR services. 

The Advocates are calling upon members of the legislature to review the survey findings and allow for public hearings of their concerns. Cindy Bartman, President of the Association for Hunterdon Developmental Center states, “New Jersey’s ICF/MR centers are residences where some of our most fragile citizens receive care and treatment of the highest quality. We must all work to keep them open.”

The full survey and related documents available upon request.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. Families of developmentally disabled oppose N.J. institutions' closure, report says
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Families of developmentally disabled oppose N.J. institutions' closure, report says

By Trish G. Graber 

December 07, 2009
TRENTON -- A group of advocates for people with developmental disabilities ramped up lobbying efforts today against legislation that would shutter five of the seven state institutions that house nearly 3,000 state residents.

The advocates released a report showing that many people with family members in developmental centers don't want them moved.

"The study is just proving what we already knew," said Robin Sims, whose daughter has autism and lives in the Hunterdon Developmental Center. "This is just an attempt to get legislators to listen."

Assemblyman Lou Greenwald (D-Camden) unveiled legislation early this year that would close the majority of the state's developmental centers within five years and instead spend the money on community housing.

The proposal ignited an emotional debate, with proponents saying it would de-institutionalize people with disabilities. Opponents said it would leave those people without proper care.

The group, Advocates for New Jersey Developmental Center Residents, surveyed families of people in six of the state's institutions. They said 96 percent of respondents -- 61 percent of those solicited -- said they wanted their family member to remain at the developmental center in which they are living.

"We have really severely disabled people living in our centers," Sims said at a Statehouse news conference. "They are not going to get the nursing care, they are not going to get their rehabilitative programs that they need" in a group home.

Susan Bence, of Berkeley Township, was among families of people with developmental disabilities who attended the event. She said she worried about where her sister, who is 51-years-old, blind and cannot speak, would be sent if the Green Brook Regional Center closed. Her sister was in several group homes before she began living in the Somerset County center.

"They just kept her in a room, basically with no interaction," Bence said. "They didn't have the training or the capability to care for someone like my sister."

Under Greenwald's proposal, the money that funds the centers would instead go to community housing. Greenwald said it would also be used to fund services needed for people with disabilities, which are now available to people in developmental centers but not in group homes.

"The reason why it's not there in the public is because the (developmental centers) are eating up a third of the developmentally disabled budget," said Greenwald. "So what we would do is guarantee the same services or better, as they've done in other states, for those families."

He added the bill is about providing a choice to people with disabilities.

"Even if four percent want to be moved, why should that 4 percent be left in an institution if they don't want to be?" he said.

Under Greenwald's legislation (A-3625), two facilities - one in North Jersey and one in South Jersey - would remain open for people who want to stay.

The legislation is pending in the Assembly Human Services Committee. An identical version (S-2654), sponsored by Sen. Joseph Vitale (D-Middlesex), is pending in the Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Editor: Tamie Hopp, VOR Director of Government Relations & Advocacy

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE: $25 per individual, $150 per family organization, or $200 per provider/professional organization. Extra donations are welcome!

You may pay by check or credit card

VOR
836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-253-0675 fax (for referrals or credit card payments)
Tamie327@hotmail.com (for referrals or credit card payments)

____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address (if paying by credit card, use billing address). All forms must include complete address including zip code)

_____________________________________________
City St Zip

_____________________________________________
Phone Fax

_____________________________________________
E-Mail

_________________________________________________
Family/Professional Organization Affiliation (if applicable)

If paying by credit card, please provide the following information:

Amount to charge to card: $_______________________
Card Type: _____ Mastercard _____ Visa  ____ Discover

Card Number: ___________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________________

Cardholder's Signature: ___________________________
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