
Beyond VOR Advocacy Day: How to 
Keep Your Legislators Engaged Year-

Round

A Presentation for VOR



Topics

• Review of the basics of advocacy

• Five Strategies for Building Advocacy 

Relationships

• Your five minute action plan



Basic Keys to Effective Advocacy

• Knowing what you want

• Knowing who you’re 

talking to

• Knowing how to talk to 

them

• Knowing how to follow-

up



Five Strategies for Building 
Advocacy Relationships



Develop Your Story and Share with 
VOR

http://www.vor.net/get-involved/great-story-submissions


Do Your Homework:  Know the 
Political Environment

On the Policymaker Side…

• Who Makes the Decisions?

• Who or What Influences 

Them?

• How Can You Get to Those 

Who Influence Your Primary 

Audience? 

On the Advocate Side…

• What Skills do They Have?

• What is Their Connection to 

the Issue?

• What Relationships do They 

Already Have?



Resources

• www.opensecrets.org

(campaign connections)

• www.congress.org and 

www.congress.gov (about 

U.S. Legislators)

• www.votesmart.org (about 

state and local legislators)

• Advocate intake form

• www.wufoo.com (capturing 

information)

http://www.opensecrets.org/
http://www.congress.org/
http://www.congress.gov/
http://www.votesmart.org/
//Nas01w/data/DEPTS/Advocacy Associates/Advocacy Associates/Workshop Materials/advocate intake form.doc
http://www.wufoo.com/


Develop Your Story and Share with 
Policymakers Through a One-Pager

//Nas01w/data/DEPTS/Advocacy Associates/Advocacy Associates/Clients/Speaking Engagements/VOR/VOROnePageSample.doc


Deliver Your Story: Local Visits

• When

• Who

• What  

• How

• Follow-Up

A look at legislative Calendars

Your two audiences

Your agenda for the visit

The invitation process /  
logistics

Recording the event and 
responding to questions

//Nas01w/data/DEPTS/Advocacy Associates/Advocacy Associates/Columbia Books/Appendices final/Appendix H12.pdf


Deliver Your Story: Web 2.0 
Outreach

http://www.facebook.com/
http://twitter.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/
http://www.youtube.com/


The Five Minute Action Plan

How are you going to use 

this information at home?  

Write down three things 

you’re going to do to 

advocate for improved 

policies in your community 

– and beyond!.



Contact Information

Stephanie Vance, the Advocacy Guru

• Blog: www.advocacyassociates.blogspot.com

• Facebook: Advocacyassociates

• Twitter: Advocacyassociates and/or Advocacyguru

• LinkedIn: Advocacyassociates

• YouTube:  Advocacyassociates

• Web: www.advocacyassociates.com

• E-mail: advocacyguru@advocacyassociates.com

Do you see a theme here?

http://www.advocacyassociates.blogspot.com/
http://www.advocacyassociates.com/

