VOR Annual Conference and Washington Initiative
June 10 – 14, 2011

Updated Agenda available at VOR’s website.

Online registration now available! 

BE A SPONSOR  * REFER A SPONSOR - http://vor.net/events/

Contact Julie Huso for details at jhuso@vor.net or 605-370-4652.

THANK YOU!

http://www.vor.net
Visit VOR’s website soon and often

Make VOR your homepage!
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VOR Annual Conference and Initiative
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Sponsorship and Recognition Opportunities for VOR’s Annual Conference

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Just a friendly reminder – there are many sponsorship and recognition opportunities at every level of giving. Please consider helping support VOR’s conference in this way. 

And, consider attending the VOR Annual Conference and Initiative. Numbers really, really count!
Check out details at http://vor.net/events/
Thank you!

Featuring Your VOR Website

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. UPDATED:  VOR Abuse and Neglect Document – a focus on Missouri

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VOR has released, “Empty Promises: Lack of Community Oversight Persists, People with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Remain at Risk,” (April 15, 2011). “Empty Promises” considers Missouri’s response to media investigations and state audits which revealed compromised care in community settings, and points out reform attempts have fallen short.

Despite these reform attempts, in 2009, the Missouri Department of Mental Health (DMH) reported that 8% of clients who voluntarily moved from habilitation centers (licensed ICFs/MR) to community settings were ultimately returned to habilitation centers because community placement was found unsuitable; and thirty-two people who live in community settings were admitted to the habilitation center for short term stays. Furthermore, a review of recent DMH inspection records of community providers and other quality indicators suggests severe problems with quality and safety in these settings. Information we found revealed the following:

· According to DMH safety reports in 2009 the average age at death of individuals in community placement was 46; for individuals in habilitation centers it was 55.

· DMH certification reports reveal that 373 community provider staff did not meet minimum training requirements for medication administration, First Aide, CPR, or training for complex medical needs or behaviors from 2008-2010.

· DMH reported over 5,000 medication errors, 5 of them causing hospitalization, permanent harm, or death in private community settings in 2009.

· Community providers still violate minimum safety standards with impunity – according to DMH only two have had certification revoked in the last five years.

· Only 27 full time employees are responsible for investigating abuse, neglect, and misuse of funds for over 62,000 people receiving services under the Department of Mental Health. Budgetary pressures make it unlikely there will be more resources for investigations, Even as the number of people being served continues to grow.
ON THE VOR WEBSITE: “Empty Promises” – Executive Summary and Detailed Report.

State News
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. GEORGIA: Parents of mentally disabled children worry about Gracewood future

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Summary/Introduction: Some local families are worried about the future of loved ones staying at Augusta's Gracewood Hospital. First there were concerns that the mental health facility would shut down. Now, the story changes.

Reporter: Cleo Greene, WRDW Channel 12 News (CBS)
April 15, 2011

AUGUSTA, Ga. -- Some local families are worried about the future of loved ones staying at Augusta's Gracewood Hospital. First there were concerns that the mental health facility would shut down.

That is because in late October, former Governor Perdue and others signed a Settlement Agreement with the U.S Department of Justice that requires that Georgia "transition all individuals with developmental disabilities in the State Hospitals from the Hospitals to community setting by July 1, 2015." Georgia must also provide community services to nine thousand people with mental illness.

The current agreement states that 150 people with developmental disabilities will be transitioned out of state hospitals from now through July 1st. Some parents want to know where their children will be placed and if the quality of care will change.

Ann Knighton comes to see her forty three year-old daughter Erica, every other day. She says her daughter has a seizure disorder and suffers from severe retardation. Erica has been a patient at Gracewood Hospital, since the age of 5.

"My daughter is in a wheelchair, she cannot move or talk," said Knighton. "Gracewood is her home and she feels safe here."

This mother fears that her daughter will be taken out of the only home she ever knew.

"From what we know Gracewood is never going to be the same even if it is left open, so many questions remain unanswered," said Knighton. "What will happen to Erica and other kids?"

After months of questions gone unanswered, Ann Knighton and a group of advocates are now planning to take legal action against the State of Georgia. This was decided in a town hall meeting held at the Gracewood campus auditorium, Saturday morning.

"We are working to re undue what the Governor, the state and department of the U.S Justice has done because we feel it was really unfair," said Ann Knighton.

She and other advocates believe the agreement to move their loved ones from state hospitals to community settings, violates their rights of family choice and decision making.

"I don't want my daughter to be lying in bed all day, she's not going to have much of a life," said William Cole.

William Cole's daughter Katie spent more than thirty years in Gracewood, before being transferred to another state hospital in Atlanta. He said he does not want his daughter to die in an unfamiliar setting.

"We need something to change this agreement, my daughter might have to move to an environment that will not make her happy," said Cole. "Who knows who will look after her."

Meanwhile a mother, who never imagined she would still be fighting for her daughters rights, will not give up.

"I'm going to fight, fight and fight," said Ann Knighton.  A fight she hopes will draw the community’s attention.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4. NEW JERSEY: Legislators come to aid of Vineland Developmental Center

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wednesday, April 20, 2011

By Jason Laday

The News of Cumberland County South Jersey Newspapers 
VINELAND — As the Department of Human Services nears completion in its move to close the Vineland Developmental Center’s west campus, and while the groundwork is being laid to shutter the east campus, numerous officials in the Statehouse called for the entire process to cease.

At the same time, officials with the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) are organizing a public meeting at the Vineland Development Center’s east campus, on East Landis Avenue, for Tuesday, at 8:45 a.m.

An AFSCME flier for the meeting states Rev. Al Sharpton will attend. A representative for Sharpton’s National Action Network did not respond to a request to confirm his appearance.

Another public meeting, with members of both the Assembly and Senate human services committees, has been scheduled for May 17 at the center.

First things first.

Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver announced Wednesday the creation of the Legislative Review 

Panel on State Psychiatric Hospitals and Developmental Centers, a bipartisan body to be made up of five members of the assembly and five from the senate that will study issues relating to the care and costs of providing services to clients in the state’s seven developmental centers.

The panel’s Democratic co-chair, Assemblywoman Vainieri Huttle (Bergen), then wasted no time in calling on the Department of Human Services to stop all efforts in closing the Vineland Developmental Center.

“As the new co-chair of this panel, I am requesting today that the administration place a moratorium on the closure of the Vineland Developmental Center until the panel has had an opportunity to make recommendations on the issue,” said Huttle, who sent a letter to state Human Services Commissioner Jennifer Velez stating the same.

“At the very least, the administration should hold off on this decision until the fiscal year 2012 budget is passed by the legislature since we have not approved this closure yet.”

According to Huttle, despite the Department of Human Services’ stated mission to move most of the developmental center population to community housing, roughly two-thirds of the 59 women moved out of the VDC have been moved into different developmental centers.

“We need a panel to look into these things — we cannot look at this situation as if it were in a vacuum,” said Huttle, speaking on the phone from her office in Teaneck. “At the very least, we’ll have some more transparency into the process.”

Human Services spokeswoman Pam Ronan stated all of the women moved from the VDC so far have been from the center’s west campus. [Editor’s Note: Families dispute this statement, saying that at least 33 woman have been discharged from the East Campus since November]. The state announced the west campus’ closure last year, and the process is scheduled to be complete by June.

Ronan offered her own numbers:

* 18 women have moved to Green Brook Regional Center, in Somerset County. Green Brook’s current headcount is 104, and the capacity is 118. The developmental center specifically provides care to older residents.

* 25 women have transferred to New Lisbon Developmental Center, in Burlington County, which offers enhanced behavioral services. Many of the women moved as a group so they could stay together.

* 24 women have moved to community homes. 

* Three women have moved into nursing homes.

Sen. Jeff Van Drew will also serve on the legislative panel. A critic of the move to close the center since its announcement, Van Drew stated the panel will review not only the situation in Vineland, but at all seven facilities.

“If the state is moving to transition residents from developmental centers, the responsible way to do so is to put forward a comprehensive plan and to create guidelines by which the state will make its decisions regarding all seven of New Jersey’s developmental centers,” added Van Drew. 

“But singling out Vineland, by simply pulling financial support for the facility in the state budget, is unfair to the residents as well as the employees.”

Democratic members of the panel will include assembly members Huttle, Cleopatra Tucker and Lou Greenwald; and senators Van Drew, Richard Cody and Joseph Vitale. The four Republican members have yet to be appointed, officials said.

According to Assemblywoman Huttle, who chairs the Assembly Human Services Committee, said her Committee and its senate counterpart will make the trek from Trenton to Vineland for a tour and public meeting at the VDC on May 17.

Huttle said legislators will tour the facility at 1 p.m., with the meeting beginning immediately following the tour. However, she stated no definite time for the meeting has been determined at this time.

Before the, members and leadership from the AFSCME will meet with the public at the center on Tuesday, at 8:45 a.m.

The VDC employs 1,459 full-time, part-time and temporary workers.

“We need to stand together to make sure the critical services we all use everyday — public safety, health care and transportation — stay strong,” reads a flier for the meeting. “We will be rallying here in Vineland to stand up and fight back.” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. VIRGINIA: CVTC director expects facility to remain open
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

By Ray Reed 

The News & Advance (Lynchburg, VA)
MADISON HEIGHTS – Central Virginia Training Center’s director told parents Saturday that he expects the facility to remain open after negotiations between Virginia and the U.S. Department of Justice are finished.

About 50 family members also were assured by a top state official that their relatives can’t be moved out of the training center unless families approve their transfer to a smaller, community-based home.

The federal agency, after investigating CVTC for three years, issued a scathing report about the training center in February and told Gov. Bob McDonnell it was prepared to sue Virginia unless it moves faster in transferring residents of all five training centers to community-based homes.

The DOJ report put new urgency into the concerns the family group has held for several years about state government’s efforts to downsize the training centers, which care for people with intellectual disabilities.

Many of the parents say no other facility in the state can protect their profoundly disabled sons and daughters.

James Stewart, commissioner of Virginia’s Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, faced family members who said they didn’t trust his department because of promises that were not kept before his tenure started a year ago.

Stewart responded by quoting a section of the state code that requires family participation in transferring residents out of training centers. 

“No consumer in a training center who is enrolled in Medicaid, which is everybody, shall be discharged if the consumer or his duly authorized representative on his behalf chooses to continue to receive services from the training center,” Stewart said.

“That is how we have operated in the past and that is the way the department will operate in the future,” Stewart said.

Charles Fallis, president of the family group, told Stewart, “What you have just said is a great relief to me if people are speaking straight with us.”

Fallis then recalled that the parents’ group had understood Stewart to tell them, in a similar meeting last year, that the state “could act unilaterally” in transferring training-center residents to non-institutional housing in communities.

Stewart responded, “Let’s just clear the air. The state cannot act unilaterally in these cases.” 

Parents in the room responded with accounts of conversations they’d had with training center social workers who tried to persuade them to transfer their son or daughter to a community or group home.

Sometimes, the parents said, the social workers didn’t want to take “no” for an answer.

Stewart said he wasn’t taking part in the state’s negotiations with DOJ officials. Those talks are being handled by the department of Health and Human Services and the state attorney general’s office, Stewart said.

After Stewart left the meeting, CVTC Director Dale Woods spoke to the parents.

“I don’t know what is going to happen with DOJ,” Woods said. “I hope, from what I heard, the commissioner allayed some of you all’s fears,” Woods said.

“He clearly talked about choice,” Woods said, meaning that family members would be able to choose whether their loved one stayed in a training center or moved to a community home.

Woods also said he expects CVTC to continue to have fewer and fewer residents.  It has 387 of them now, and in the past 3 ½ years, 66 people have successfully transitioned into community housing, Woods said.

“I don’t have any doubt that the facility will continue to get smaller,” Woods said.

But, he told the parents, that trend gives the state a better opportunity to upgrade CVTC’s existing buildings to meet fire-safety code requirements and other needs.

LEGAL BRIEFS

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. CALIFORNIA: Supreme Court Seeks Input On Special Education Case

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

By Michelle Diament

April 19, 2011

Disability Scoop

The U.S. Supreme Court is asking the Obama administration to weigh in on whether or not school districts should be liable for failing to identify a child’s special needs.

On Monday, the high court asked the U.S. solicitor general for input on a case involving a California high school student whose disabilities went unidentified by her school district for years.

The student, known as Addison in court papers, went without special education services as teachers reported that the 10th-grader “colored with crayons at her desk, played with dolls in class and urinated on herself.”

Even after an outside mental health counselor recommended that the girl be evaluated for learning disabilities, the Compton Unified School District instead promoted her to 11th grade.

Finally, in 2004 Addison’s mother requested an educational assessment. At a subsequent individualized education program, or IEP, meeting it was determined that the girl qualified for special education.

The mother then took action against the school district for failing to spot Addison’s needs sooner. The claim: under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, schools have an obligation to identify students who may have special needs under what’s known as the “child find” clause.

An administrative law judge sided with Addison’s mother, granting the girl services designed to compensate for the fact that educators didn’t recognize her needs earlier.

The school district appealed arguing that the ruling would expose schools to claims of “educational malpractice,” but lost its case before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals last year, paving the way for the matter to come before the Supreme Court.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

7. PENNSYLVANIA: Medicaid Waiver Services Denied At Random, Suit Alleges

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

By Michelle Diament

April 19, 2011

Disability Scoop

Numerous individuals with disabilities are being denied the opportunity to apply for Medicaid waiver services in Pennsylvania, according to a federal lawsuit.

After participating in brief telephone interviews, people with disabilities are being told they are not eligible for the Medicaid program, according to a suit filed Monday by the Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania. What’s more, individuals are not offered any information on how to appeal the decision.

However, when the same individuals call with the assistance of an advocate, they are often allowed to apply to the program which provides in-home care services.

That’s what happened to Tracey Melia, 50, who has cerebral palsy. She was told over the phone that she did not qualify for waiver services even though she needs personal care and housekeeping assistance. But when Melia called again with the help of her local United Cerebral Palsy chapter, she was given an opportunity to apply.

Melia is one of six individuals with disabilities who are named as plaintiffs in the lawsuit. Attorneys for the group are seeking class action status for the case, arguing that hundreds, if not thousands, of residents have been affected.

Even in situations where people are allowed to apply, the suit alleges that eligibility decisions are often not reached within the required 90-day period.

“It is unconscionable that people in dire need of services must wait for many months just to have their applications processed,” says Robert Meek, an attorney at the Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania who’s representing the group. “These are people who cannot wait.”

The lawsuit names Pennsylvania’s acting secretary of public welfare, Gary Alexander, and asks the court to force changes such that Medicaid waiver applications are considered in a fair and timely manner.

Calls to the state’s Department of Public Welfare seeking comment were not returned.

==================================================================

Tamie Hopp, Director of Government Relations & Advocacy

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Dues and Donations to VOR can now be made ONLINE. 


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/donate/online-donation-form for Donations


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/join/online-membership-form to Join or Renew

TO JOIN, RENEW OR DONATE BY FAX or MAIL:

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE: $40 per individual, $200 per family organization, or $250 per provider/professional organization. Extra donations are welcome!

You may pay by check or credit card:
VOR
836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-253-0675 fax (for referrals or credit card payment

thopp@vor.net (for referrals) 

____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address (if paying by credit card, use billing address). All forms must include complete address including zip code)

_____________________________________________
City St Zip

_____________________________________________
Phone Fax

_____________________________________________
E-Mail

_________________________________________________
Family/Professional Organization Affiliation (if applicable)

If paying by credit card, please provide the following information:

Amount to charge to card: $_______________________
Card Type: _____ Mastercard _____ Visa  ____ Discover

Card Number: ___________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________________

Cardholder's Signature: ___________________________
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