VOR Annual Conference and Washington Initiative
June 10 – 14, 2011

Updated Agenda available at VOR’s website.

Online registration now available! 

BE A SPONSOR  * REFER A SPONSOR - http://vor.net/events/

Contact Julie Huso for details at jhuso@vor.net or 605-370-4652.

THANK YOU!

http://www.vor.net
Visit VOR’s website soon and often

Make VOR your homepage!
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VOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE UPDATE
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Additional speakers; more forum opportunities: Register today!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Additional Speaker Confirmed!

VOR Annual Conference, June 11, Washington, D.C.

VOR is pleased to announce that William Choslovsky has agreed to present at VOR’s Annual Conference.  Mr. Choslovsky, a Chicago-based attorney, has proved counsel to residents and families of private ICFs/DD in Illinois in the Ligas litigation (see, The Voice, Spring 2011, “Illinois: A Blueprint for how to ‘win’” (p. 9), for background on the Ligas litigation).
Mr. Choslovsky rounds out a great speaker and workshop line up for June 11. 

· Clare Ansberry, Pittsburgh Bureau Chief, Wall Street Journal
· Sam Bagenstos, Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights, Dept of Justice
· William Choslovsky, attorney and sibling
· Robin Sims: A Message from VOR’s President
· Stephanie Vance, “The Advocacy Guru,” Advocacy Training Workshop 
This is a conference you do not want to miss. Please join us. Register online or by mail. 
State Coordinator Forum Added; Everyone Welcome:

On Sunday, June 12, from 11 – 12, VOR will feature a State Coordinator Forum. Everyone is welcome. VOR State Coordinators will discuss and share lessons learned in their own states; ways to increase VOR members and funding; ways VOR can enhance its state-level assistance and support; and future considerations with regard to service options, family associations and advocacy.

=================================

FEATURED STORY

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Massachusetts: Three men and their home at Templeton

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Source:  COFAR, the Massachusetts Coalition of Families and Advocates (www.cofar.org), is a VOR affiliate.  “Three men and their home at Templeton” is a Part 1 of a COFAR blog.  Part 2, “More on the ‘miracle’ of Templeton” can be found here: http://cofarblog.wordpress.com/2011/03/21/more-on-the-miracle-of-templeton/. 
On VOR’s Website: Both stories are also featured on VOR’s website under “Great Story Submissions” (http://vor.net/get-involved/great-story-submissions). Special thanks to the families of Jimmy Holdsworth, Tony Welcome, and Bobby Shephard, for sharing their stories. 

Three men and their home at Templeton

http://cofarblog.wordpress.com/2011/02/11/three-men-and-their-home-at-templeton/
COFAR Blog, February 11, 2011

On a freezing cold morning last month, the fields of snow shone in the sunlight as Tony Shepherd drove through the Templeton Developmental Center campus in Baldwinville in central Massachusetts, pointing out the sights.

“It’s God’s country,” he said, of the 1,400-acre campus that stretched around us in all directions.  Directly ahead of us loomed the peak of Mount Monadnock in New Hampshire.

At the top of the much smaller hill on which we were driving, a group of cottages, farm houses, and small brick buildings was scattered.  Those buildings are home to the 106 residents of the Templeton Center, which has been targeted by the Patrick administration for closure by Fiscal Year 2013. 

If you talk to Tony Shepherd and other guardians of the Templeton residents, you’ll often hear the word “miracle” used to describe this facility for persons with intellectual disabilities, with its working farm and dairy operation.  I talked to three of those guardians, and each described how Templeton turned out to be the solution to problems that, in some cases, had brought them or other members of their family to the brink of despair.

Here is a brief account of the stories of three of Templeton’s residents.  
Jimmy Holdsworth

Jimmy Holdsworth, 59, is  autistic and nonverbal, and has been at Templeton for more than 20 years.

When he was young, Jimmy’s parents tried to keep him at home, but his behavior was so volatile and unpredictable that they had to be with him constantly, says Judith Holdsworth, his sister and guardian.

Jimmy’s mother and father couldn’t go anywhere without him, and yet they couldn’t leave him at home either. They had almost no social life and no relief. When his parents were finally able to get him into Templeton, they were already in their 60s. “That was the first positive time I remember for my brother and my parents,” Holdsworth said.

At Templeton, Jimmy gets 24-hour supervision and learned for the first time how to control his impulsive behavior. The staff developed a plan for dealing with his behavioral issues and for other related problems, including his need to lose weight.  

Jimmy has participated in a wide range of activities at Templeton, from horseback riding to woodworking.  Both of those activities have been discontinued in recent years due to budget cuts.  Jimmy’s current job at the center is keeping the soda machines stocked.

Tony Welcome

Before he was admitted as a resident at Templeton in 1989, Tony Welcome had been in various group homes and programs, including a homeless shelter.  Nothing worked for him, says his mother, Bonnie Valade. 

Tony, who has a mild intellectual disability, was constantly in trouble.  He particularly liked to steal cars and was once coaxed into lighting a fire in an apartment building.  Another time, someone persuaded him to stick a piece of burning paper in the gas tank of a vehicle, which luckily didn’t blow up.

“It’s hard to understand how vulnerable he was, that he would do anything anyone wanted him to do,” Bonnie Valade says.  ”It was his way of fitting in with the so-called normal people.”

In 1987, Tony spent three months in the Worcester County Jail, where he was beaten badly by another inmate, and had to be placed in solitary confinement for his own protection.

Templeton accepted him two years later, and Tony, now 46, has been there ever since.  Since his admission to Templeton, he has not had one instance of troublesome behavior, his mother says.  She attributes the turnaround to the tight supervision at Templeton combined with the center’s relatively remote location, which eliminates many of Tony’s previous sources of temptation.

The doors are unlocked in the residence on the Templeton grounds in which Tony lives. Yet, he’s never attempted to run away, Bonnie Valade says.

Valade notes that her son has impulse disorder and psychotic tendencies.  “In the community system (of care), he would see a psychologist less than once a week,” she said.  ”He needs that on a daily basis.  Here (at Templeton) he meets with two different psychologists two to three times a week.”

Valade said that the staff at Templeton has gotten Tony to understand the necessity of behaving appropriately.  ”When he starts to slip, they’re on it before it gets out of hand.  A lot of people don’t understand,” Valade continued, ”that there are a lot of Tonys out there in the community.  They don’t realize that these people have other issues in addition to their intellectual disability.”

At Templeton, Tony works in the dairy barn, where he cleans up, feeds the cows, and helps in the pasteurization process.

Bobby Shepherd

Bobby Shepherd is 66 and first came to Templeton when he was 15.

Bobby has always been a wanderer, his brother, Tony, says.  When he was seven or eight years old, he climbed into a fenced-in area in the neighboring farmer’s yard and was found petting his bull, normally a very dangerous thing to do.

Bobby is verbal and has a moderate intellectual disability.  He can’t read or write and doesn’t understand the rules of adult social interaction.  As he grew older, he would try to make friends with people he’d see on the street, sometimes putting his arm around women he’d never met.  As might be imagined, his attentions often got him into trouble.

He’s been at Templeton for more than 50 years and has lived at the Waite Lodge, a two-story farmhouse on the campus, for the past eight to 10 years.  There he shares a room on the second floor with a roommate.  On the wall by his bed are photos of horses and one of John Wayne, along with framed sketches of him and one of his brothers, done by their mother when they were young.

Food is prepared and Bobby’s special dietary needs are monitored by the staff at the Lodge, Tony says.  Bobby’s medications are administered by a nurse on site.

Tony maintains that at Templeton, Bobby can wander around wherever he likes, in safety.  “Everyone knows him here,” he says.

 At the dairy barn, Bobby puts his arm around Lori Aldrich, his advocate at Templeton.  Lori takes him to see movies and takes him horseback riding in the town of Orange, at least 10 miles away, on her own time.  ”You’re my honey,” he says to her.  

Bobby is also involved with a number of other residents in a can and bottle recycling program at Templeton, and sorely misses it whenever any of his friends are not available to participate.

Tony Shepherd is concerned about Bobby’s health.  He has been experiencing shortness of breath lately and sometimes needs oxygen.  If Templeton closes, Tony said, the only place he would consider placing Bobby is in the Marquardt Skilled Nursing facility, which is slated to remain open at the Fernald Developmental Center in Waltham.

One day last fall, Tony said he went to visit Bobby, who seemed out of sorts at lunch in the cafeteria at Templeton.  Tony said he asked if the nurse was available, and she was there within two minutes.  She checked Bobby’s color and vital signs and returned with a wheelchair and took him to the nurses’ station.  There, more examination showed Bobby had low oxygen and stomach pain. He was treated and kept overnight for observation at the nurses’ unit. 

Tony Shepherd says he is sure that kind of immediate medical attention is not readily available in the community system, and will no longer be available to his brother when the high level of care provided at Templeton is eliminated.

It’s also unclear what will become of Templeton’s extensive farm operation, in which many of the center’s residents participate.  Shepherd notes that during the summer, feed corn is grown on 1,000 acres of the campus.  The milk produced by the cows is processed and packaged in the dairy barn and provided to the center’s residents, with the surplus going to local dairy companies. Templeton residents also raise vegetables for the center’s dietary department.

As Bonnie Valade sums it up:  “I always thought they would keep this place open, that no one could ever be cruel enough to close it. I still can’t even believe it.”
Read Part 2, “More on the ‘miracle’ at Templeton”: http://cofarblog.wordpress.com/2011/03/21/more-on-the-miracle-of-templeton/. 

=================================
ABUSE in the COMMUNITY

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. Oregon's safety net for vulnerable elderly in long-term care riddled with holes

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Note:  This story details horrific abuse suffered by people with developmental disabilities in Oregon’s assisted living and other “long term care” programs. Oregon has no federally licensed ICFs/MR.  Due to the length of the article, a summary is offered. The full story is available here: http://www.oregonlive.com/news/index.ssf/2011/03/oregons_safety_net_for_vulnera.html. T

On VOR’s website: VOR regularly updates its compilation of examples of systemic abuse and neglect in small unlicensed residential settings. See, http://vor.net/abuse-and-neglect. 
Oregon's safety net for vulnerable elderly in long-term care riddled with holes

The Oregonian 

Saturday, March 26, 2011

By Aimee Green
Summary
The vast majority of people suspected of sexually attacking residents in one of the state's 2,300 nursing homes, assisted-living centers or other long-term care facilities are never arrested or prosecuted. 
What's more, the state rarely penalizes facilities.  
Since 2005, state workers in charge of monitoring the safety of the elderly and disabled received at least 350 reports of possible sexual abuse, ranging from unwanted kissing to rape.  An investigation by The Oregonian found that workers with the Oregon Department of Human Services determined that about 80 percent of those reports were unprovable. Commonly, DHS investigators concluded that the alleged victims were unreliable witnesses because they had dementia or were heavily medicated.  
The newspaper's review revealed a public safety net riddled with holes, starting with the failure of some long-term-care facilities to keep vulnerable residents safe from their attackers. The review also found the DHS' investigation and enforcement lacking at times. 

==================================================================

Tamie Hopp, Director of Government Relations & Advocacy

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Dues and Donations to VOR can now be made ONLINE. 


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/donate/online-donation-form for Donations


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/join/online-membership-form to Join or Renew

TO JOIN, RENEW OR DONATE BY FAX or MAIL:

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE: $40 per individual, $200 per family organization, or $250 per provider/professional organization. Extra donations are welcome!

You may pay by check or credit card:
VOR
836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-253-0675 fax (for referrals or credit card payment

thopp@vor.net (for referrals) 

____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address (if paying by credit card, use billing address). All forms must include complete address including zip code)

_____________________________________________
City St Zip

_____________________________________________
Phone Fax

_____________________________________________
E-Mail

_________________________________________________
Family/Professional Organization Affiliation (if applicable)

If paying by credit card, please provide the following information:

Amount to charge to card: $_______________________
Card Type: _____ Mastercard _____ Visa  ____ Discover

Card Number: ___________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________________

Cardholder's Signature: ___________________________
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