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1. WASHINGTON STATE: Rainier School partners with nonprofit for child dental care

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

By Daniel Nash
Enumclaw Courier Herald 
Mar 22 2010
Rainier School has partnered with Lindquist Dental Clinic For Children to provide affordable dental work to children in the Buckley area once a week. Under terms of the agreement, a dentist and hygienists from the nonprofit clinic sublet the space for $50 every Friday to utilize the Residential Habilitation Center’s dental facility. 

Dr. Sherwin Shinn and Wrandi Williams took their first appointments Friday morning. 

Lindquist Dental’s mission is to provide accessible dental care to children up to 18 years old from low-income families in the South Sound area of western Washington.

“No child is turned away due to an inability to pay,” President and CEO Carolyn McDougal said. 

The origin of the idea for community dental service out of Rainier School came out of the December meeting of an ad hoc committee supporting the RHC in the face of a recommended closure in the governor’s 2011 budget proposal. 

A Rainier School closure is conspicuously left out in the current draft of the legislature’s budget bill, in favor of closing Frances Haddon Morgan Center in Bremerton. The current draft also requires the Department of Social and Health Services to report back to the Legislature Dec. 1 with another chosen RHC to close by 2015. 

Because of the four-year timetable for a closure, Rainier School Director Neal Crowley said he feared that the largest RHC in the state would be the likely candidate for the chopping block. 

Lindquist is aware of the possibility and isn’t deterred, McDougal said. 

“At this point there’s no immediate threat, and even if that happens we’re looking at four years down the line,” she said. “The important thing is that we manage to expand our coverage to provide service to the Buckley area.”

Lindquist Dental has been in operation since 1936 and has operated out of its current office in Parkland since 2005. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. CALIFORNIA:  Website launched calling on decisionmakers to keep Pomona center open 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Summary: A Coalition of Families, Employees Say ‘Save Lanterman Developmental Center’; launch new website at WWW.SAVELDC.ORG.
SAVELDC.ORG: Coalition of Families, Employees

PRESS RELEASE

April 1, 2010

In response to a plan submitted today by California’s Department of Developmental Services to close Lanterman Developmental Center, a coalition of family members, concerned employees and others launched a website  -- saveldc.org -- to oppose the plan and to tell their side of the story.

 The new website brings together testimonies, personal stories and frequently asked questions on why this vital developmental center should be kept open for the sake of Californians with developmental disabilities. Located at 3530 West Pomona Blvd. in Pomona, Calif. (Los Angeles County), this large facility cares for nearly 400 residents with a broad range of developmental disabilities such as autism, Down syndrome and severe brain injuries. 

For more than 80 years, Lanterman has cared for thousands of individuals who depend on the facility’s unique combination of medical, therapeutic and rehabilitative round-the-clock services, but now the facility is the target of closure, primarily due to state budget cuts. 

However, Save Lanterman coalition members say equal or better – or more cost-effective – services for these vulnerable Californians simply are not available in other settings, such as group homes.

“The transfer of Lanterman residents to community settings would jeopardize their lives and those of others who rely on a community system that is not sufficient to care for everyone with complex medical and behavioral needs at the professional level required,” says Robert Hazard, whose sister lives at Lanterman. “There is no assurance that the residents will receive the services they need if they are moved to the community.”

 “We believe a facility closure at the very least would be a highly disruptive experience causing clients great emotional and physical stress, and at the very worst would lead to dangerously inadequate care in inferior, little-regulated community homes,” said Tony Myers, a Lanterman Senior Psychiatric Technician.

State legislators will now consider the formal closure plan, choosing whether to adopt DDS’ proposal plan, to amend it or to oppose it. The Save Lanterman coalition asks members of the public to help them convince legislators to oppose the closure: By logging on to saveldc.org, concerned members of the community can find out more information about the facility and can get their legislators’ contact information. They can also add their names to a petition showing their support for Lanterman and its hundreds of residents.
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3. NEW YORK:  School for children with disabilities undergoing $20 million expansion
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WKTV News

March 23, 2010

ONEONTA, N.Y. - Springbrook - a school for people with developmental disabilities will soon be breaking ground on a $20 million expansion.

Called the "Coming Home Expansion Project," 24 more students who would otherwise have to go out of state, will be welcomed to the campus.

On Tuesday, the agency celebrated a state grant of nearly $15 million, which will be used to build new roads on the property and construct three new residential homes.

"We'll be adding not just the construction opportunities...we'll also be adding 100 jobs to the region," said Patricia Kennedy, Executive Director of Springbrook. "Currently, Springbrook is the fifth-largest employer in Otsego County and we'll be adding 100 employees, bringing us to 900. So that's huge."

State Senator James L. Seward joined officials with the school in announcing the final state approval for the expansion project.

"The $20 million project is significant economic news, especially at a time when good economic news is hard to come by," Senator Seward said. "The expansion will also save New York state money, an estimated $890 thousand per year, something each and every taxpayer can appreciate. The expansion succeeds on several levels and will pay future dividends, both economically and socially."

The project is expected to be completed by 2011. Springbrook is still looking to raise about a half million dollars in private donations.
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4. VIRGINIA:  State study cited by opponents of rebuilding center for developmentally disabled; families have different view 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Summary:  This story relates to the rebuilding of the Southeastern Virginia Training Center (SEVTC) that is being challenged in court by The Arc and Virginia’s P&A. They lost their first attempt. A federal judge, citing Olmstead, found no “ripe” violations because no one had been denied “choice.” The study cited in this newspaper article, and also used by The Arc and P&A to justify their claims against SEVTC, is also flawed.  VOR provided an analysis of the study to the State, and the Judge stated, "Contrary to the assertions of the Arc, the 2009 study did not establish that those necessary [community-based] services would be available either generally or for the specific individuals then residing at SEVTC." Near the end of this article are some great quotes by Jane Anthony, VOR’s Virginia State Coordinator. 
Old Dominion Watchdog

By Paige Winfield Cunningham

April 6, 2010

As institutions for the developmentally disabled close around the country, Virginia is spending $23 million on a controversial rebuild of one of five such centers in the state.

Construction on a new facility for the Southeastern Virginia Training Center in Chesapeake is due to begin in July. Half of the center’s current residents will be moved into the new 75-bed center, while the rest will be integrated into new community homes slated for the Tidewater area.

Supporters of the rebuild say the residents with more severe disabilities have needs that can only be provided in an institutional setting. But opponents point to a study commissioned by the state last year showing that community homes in Virginia are already housing people with disabilities equal to and more severe than those of current SEVTC residents.

Researchers at the Human Services Research Institute, a national nonprofit with offices in Oregon and Massachusetts, compared the care needs and medical and behavior problems of Southeastern residents to 521 people with disabilities living in community homes around the state. They found that while the needs of SEVTC residents were on average greater than their non-institution counterparts, the developmentally disabled with the most severe challenges were not living in institutions but in the community.

Whether or not SEVTC should be rebuilt, the study found that Virginia is able to care for those with developmental disabilities outside the institution, said Jon Fortune, senior policy analyst for the HSRI.

“Person on person, there are individuals being served in the community that have the same challenges as any one of the people at the facility,” Fortune said. “But it’s also true that on average the people there have support needs that exceed the needs of those in the community.”

It’s a conclusion often cited by members of the Virginia Alliance for Community (ARC)—the advocacy organization that’s been leading the fight against rebuilding SEVTC.

ARC opposes institutions like SEVTC because they say it segregates the developmentally disabled from the community. But they’re also appealing to the steep costs accompanying the rebuild, which come out to $306,000 per resident when averaged among the 75 who will live in the SEVTC.

In a January letter sent by ARC to Gov. Bob McDonnell asking him to halt the rebuild, the group wrote, “Further, it locks Virginia into an outdated model of care that costs too much to build and too much to operate.”

ARC’s allegation that rebuilding SEVTC is “outdated” seems to be supported by national trends. The population of large state institutions has declined by 31.9 percent since 1998 and by 72.8 percent since 1980, according to a study done last year by the University of Minnesota’s Institute on Community Integration.

And over the last 20 years, states have steadily closed institutions until now there are nine states that don’t have any, according to the study. Given the findings of the state-commissioned study, rebuilding the SEVTC is “completely unjustified,” said ARC Executive Director Jamie Liban.

“Virginia is about to embark on a policy that no other state has undertaken in rebuilding this facility,” Liban said. “Virginia is the only state building a brand new institution.”

Opinions are strong on both sides of the issue. After ARC filed a motion in November to halt the rebuild in a federal district court in Richmond, a committee of parents of SEVTC residents asked that ARC be removed from membership on the center’s advisory committee, according to meeting minutes.

And while ARC lists on its Web site names of about 65 organizations that also oppose the rebuild—including Easter Seals and the National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities—there are other advocates for the disabled that say SEVTC is the only way to provide the constant attention needed by the most severely disabled.

Jane Anthony, Virginia state coordinator for VOR, is also mother to a 35-year-old who has lived in the Northern Virginia Training Center since childhood. Her son has a neuro-genetic disorder called Angelman syndrome, which keeps him at the functioning level of a six-month-old.

“My son wouldn’t make it in a group home,” Anthony said. “You don’t close the intensive care unit of the hospital because you can have drive-through services. You can’t have drive-through brain surgery.”

While she says she supports community living for those who are able, she believes ARC has been “mean-spirited” in pushing for closing down all of Virginia’s institutions. Their position is about reducing choice, she says, while VOR believes residents should have options available to them.

“It’s a national agenda from the national ARC,” Anthony said. “They believe everyone belongs in the community…people on the other side get very vociferous about their opinion. Our side is an inclusive side.”

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. LOUISIANA: Mental health funding debated

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Summary:  A Louisiana House Appropriations Committee received testimony from families who opposed privatization proposals. Doris Pitre, VOR Louisiana State Coordinator and president of a statewide coalition of families, expressed doubt that a private provider could maintain the level of services as now provided by the state.  She asked the committee not to allow privatization unless a feasibility study is done to see if a private provider could indeed be less expensive but be able to provide the same level of care that the residents need.

The Daily Advisor
By Mike Hasten
March 31, 2010 

BATON ROUGE — The House Appropriations Committee on Tuesday weighed the advantages and drawbacks of proposed changes in state funding of mental health care.

The panel heard arguments on both sides of issues — from parents concerned about what would happen to their mentally disabled children if a Lafayette facility is privatized or moved into their own homes in communities and those supporting a state plan to allow some to move out of state facilities.

Some members of the committee questioned how the Department of Health and Hospitals plans to move 20 percent of the residents of state facilities into communities.

Hank Greenwald of Metairie told the committee that forcing residents out of facilities "could be the cruelest cut of all."

He said his brother Kent has been resident of Pinecrest Developmental Center in Pineville 49 of his 52 years and lives a well-adjusted life because of his day-to-day routine and the "loving and caring community that is the administration and staff."

Greenwald said forcing residents to leave would result in "loss of their home, friends, security and jobs."

And worst of all, he said, Kent would not have the personal care in helping him cope with his fears.

Doris Pitre, who chairs the Coalition of Supports and Service Centers, said her son Michael does not cope well with change, so she urged that the state not privatize the Acadiana Regional Service Center.

In the proposed 2011 budget, privatization is considered a way for the state to save money.

"A provider, whether for-profit or nonprofit, is out to make money," she said, so it's doubtful that a private company would provide the same level of service that the center currently provides. She said regulations currently call for annual medical and dental checkups but 33 of the center's residents have to be hospitalized and sedated for dental exams and other common medical procedures.

"Acadiana [a state operated ICFs/MR] pays for 24-hour care in the hospital," she said, but she doubts a private provider would work that into its budget.

She said her son is considered "profound." He can't hear, see or speak and is prone to self-mutilation of his face if changes are made in his room.

She asked the committee not to allow privatization unless a feasibility study is done to see if a private provider could indeed be less expensive but be able to provide the same level of care that the residents need.

Sandee Winchell of Baton Rouge, executive director of the Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Council, said parents concerned about their grown children moving out of state facilities will find they can cope with living outside and will make new friends. She said the DHH plan calls for only those with lower-level disabilities to be relocated.
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6. TEXAS: Program Provides Jewish Outlet to Institutionalized Residents
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

By Reuvena Leah Grodnitzky
Mar 8, 2010

For hundreds of Texas residents whose special needs preclude the possibility of independent living, state-supported residential facilities provide the care and support unavailable at home. And while they’re a distinct minority, Jewish residents – whose spiritual needs were, just a generation ago, frequently neglected by government agencies – can take part in a variety of programs offered by a decade-long partnership between caregivers and a Houston non-profit.

Back in 1999, Rabbi Dovid Goldstein, co-director of Chabad-Lubavitch of West Houston and associate director of Chabad Outreach of Houston, began visiting Jewish residents at the Richmond State Supported Living Center southwest of the city to coordinate Shabbat and holiday programs. The program grew and today comprises the adult division of Houston’s Friendship Circle, part of an international network of projects more commonly known for pairing teenage volunteers with children with special needs.

Similar initiatives provide Jewish programming three of Texas’ 13 state-supported facilities.

“It has been so wonderful; the programs have really kept her Jewish,” said Abbie Gottlieb, referring to her 22-year-old daughter who has been a resident in Richmond for five years. “If there weren’t these Jewish programs, she wouldn’t have anything of her religion. She likes all of the activities and especially the kosher meals.”

Visits at Gottlieb’s residence include Shabbat observances – complete with the traditional bread known as challah, grape juice and a candle-lighting ceremony – prayer services, songs, storytelling and lessons about an upcoming holiday.

“Just because a person might have physical limitations doesn’t mean that his or soul is limited,” said Goldstein, who serves as the state facilities’ Jewish chaplain. “They deserve to have Jewish opportunities.”

The rabbi offered one example of the programs’ impact in the case of a resident who could barely communicate.

“One day, he said, ‘I want soup with matzah balls!’ All of the caretakers were surprised,” recalled Goldstein.

Ileene Robinson, who initiated the program with Goldstein with a Chanukah party, organizes many of the facilities’ large holiday events and coordinates the more-than 250 volunteers who visit the facilities regularly. Robinson personally prepares decorations and religious items for the holiday events, such as a model Passover Seder that is scheduled for March 22 at the Chabad-Lubavitch Outreach Center of Houston. At the kosher-catered event, residents and their families will get a hands-on demonstration of the Seder and will take home a holiday gift basket.

“There’s really some kind of spirituality that goes around at these events,” said Robinson, whose sister has lived in a state facility since 1970. “The residents realize that the holiday times are special. They dress up and they know when they come into the room that the atmosphere is different.”

Something Spiritual
Dora Lee Robertson, whose son has lived in the Brenham State Supported Living Facility for more than 25 years, said that the programs have filled a void in residents’ Jewish education.

“My son had no Jewish education growing up because [of his condition],” said Roberston, who is visited by volunteers under the direction of Rabbi Yossi Lazaroff, co-director of the Chabad Jewish Student Center serving Texas A&M University. “He just loves the programs and the rabbi, who really gets them all involved. I know that he must be getting a great deal out of it.

“Something spiritual happens when they’re there,” she continued. “It’s amazing how [the residents] clap their hands to the songs now and really pay attention.”

Lazaroff, whose wife Manya travels with college students once a month to Brenham, has been serving the facility for almost a year. Michelle Moe, a sophomore at A&M, has volunteered numerous times with the Lazaroffs.

“It’s a really good experience to help out other Jews who don’t have Shabbat accessible to them,” said Moe, who volunteered with four other students. “They really have fun and clap along to the songs. The volunteers have a great time too.”

Zachary Elewitz, a junior, affirmed Moe’s experiences.

“The first time I was there, I wondered if [the residents] could recognize what we were doing,” said Elewitz, who has visited Brenham about six times. “But week after week, you could see that they recognized us and remembered the programs. It really did have an influence on them.”

For Jon Weizenbaum, deputy commissioner for the Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services, the programs serve an invaluable role in the state’s institutions.

“It’s important that all individuals in our community have the opportunity to practice their religion,” said Weizenbaum, who attended the model Passover Seder in 2006. “That includes people with [special needs] and those who live in an institution. These programs ensure that they have the opportunity to express their Judaism.”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tamie Hopp, Director of Government Relations & Advocacy

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Dues and Donations to VOR can now be made ONLINE. 


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/donate/online-donation-form for Donations


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/join/online-membership-form to Join or Renew

TO JOIN, RENEW OR DONATE BY FAX or MAIL:

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE: $25 per individual, $150 per family organization, or $200 per provider/professional organization. Extra donations are welcome!

You may pay by check or credit card:
VOR
836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-253-0675 fax (for referrals or credit card payments)

Tamie327@hotmail.com (for referrals or credit card payments)

____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address (if paying by credit card, use billing address). All forms must include complete address including zip code)

_____________________________________________
City St Zip

_____________________________________________
Phone Fax

_____________________________________________
E-Mail

_________________________________________________
Family/Professional Organization Affiliation (if applicable)

If paying by credit card, please provide the following information:

Amount to charge to card: $_______________________
Card Type: _____ Mastercard _____ Visa  ____ Discover

Card Number: ___________________________________


Expiration Date: __________________________________

Cardholder's Signature: ___________________________
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