
 
 

                                                   
 

  

 
 
 

The Mission 
 
The Mission 
  VOR is a national 
organization that 
advocates for high 
quality care and human 
rights for people with 
intellectual and 
developmental 
disabilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Reaching the Media 
Raising VOR Awareness 

 
        Media placement of VOR’s perspective via letters to the editor, 
opinion editorials, and quotes in newspaper articles can be a powerful 
vehicle for educating the public, and influencing legislative and legal 
policy.  
 

     An important VOR priority is reaching the media and raising VOR 
awareness among families, professionals and policymakers. Efforts 
include press releases, social media outreach, media interviews with VOR 
board members and staff, VOR letters to the editors and opinion 
editorials. VOR also accomplishes its mission on behalf of people with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) by providing drafting 
support for letters to the editor and opinion editorials for our state 
affiliates and members. 
 

      VOR has enjoyed success reaching the media and raising VOR 
awareness: 
 

 VOR regularly issues press releases on important issues and we 
share VOR updates and other news with thousands of advocates 
each week via email.  
 

 VOR’s Facebook (/VOR) and Twitter (@VOR_NET) help promote 
VOR awareness, as well as disseminate news and issues of 
relevance to our members and followers.  
 

 VOR has been quoted in the Washington Post on an issue relating 
to the use of “mental retardation.” VOR was also quoted in a 
Connecticut newspaper regarding tragic events involving two 
individuals with I/DD and their parents, events that received 
national media attention. Recently, VOR’s Director of 
Government Affairs has been quoted by the Associated Press, the 
Oklahoman, the Tulsa World, and other newspapers. 

 

 Opinion Editorials (Op/Eds) written by VOR staff for state leaders 
appeared in the St. Petersburg Times (Florida), The Baltimore Sun 
(Maryland), and the Sun Times (Chicago). 
 

 VOR letters to the editor have appeared many papers, including 
in the Christian Science Monitor (national), the Daily News 
Tribune (Massachusetts), the Sacramento Bee (California), and the 
News-Press (Florida). VOR letters were submitted to the Herald-
Leader (Kentucky), the Des Moines Register (Iowa), and more. 
VOR State Coordinator letters also have been printed in 
newspapers throughout the country.  

 

 VOR staff and board members regularly grant interviews with 
reporters from across the country who seek a national 
perspective relating to a local issue impacting people with I/DD. 

Public Relations Update: 
 
    In addition to educating the 
general public to garner broader 
support for VOR’s Mission, 
reaching the media is one 
important public relations tool 
that helps enhance awareness of 
the good work that VOR does. 
 
     VOR’s Board of Directors, in 
June 2010, agreed to expand 
VOR’s public relations program. In 
furtherance of this objective, in 
2012, its Marketing / 
Communications Committee was 
made a VOR Standing Committee.  

   “Never doubt that a small group 
of thoughtful, committed people 
can change the world; indeed, it’s 
the only thing that ever has.” –  

              Margaret Meade  
 

http://www.vor.net/news
http://www.vor.net/vors-weekly-update/56-weekly-e-mail-update

