[image: image1.wmf]
2010 WASHINGTON STATE REPORT

There are 5 Residential Habilitation Centers (RHCs) in the state of Washington.  Approximately 1,000 residents are served within the RHC system.  Facilities range in size from 56 to 400 residents.  For the past 15 years the facilities care system in WA state has been under attack.  Downsizing and budget cuts have inflicted damage not only to the system, but to the clients and their families.  It has been described as “death by a thousand paper cuts”.  We have not been alone.  All segments of the DD population have been affected by lack of money.

In 2009 a specifically targeted facility, Yakima Valley School, was named for closure.  With the help of district legislators, families & friends, as well as the caregiver staff, closure was avoided.


In 2010 another facility, Frances Haddon Morgan Center, was the quarry for closure.  This time there was no attempt to show genuine planning for clients or costs.  It appeared the thought process was “Something has to close”.


Once again, concerned parents, guardians, caregiver staff and some community advocates came to the rescue.  The sitting legislators in the districts involved really paid attention to what would be lost if Morgan Center were closed.  To make a long, laborious story short, Frances Haddon Morgan Center remains open.
July Update:  Every resident of an RHC is undergoing an assessment by the Department of Social & Health Services.  An independent consultant will be hired to review the assessments and determine whether there are funded options available in the community for RHC residents who indicate an interest in moving to the community.  The consultant will further determine whether appropriate services and resources in the community exist or can be developed to provide adequate care for people with developmental disabilities.


Next year’s budget shortfall will be as bad, if not worse, than 2010s.  Once again, the smaller facilities will be the initial targets. Therefore, advocates for a complete system of care are working on a “SEE WITH YOUR OWN EYES” campaign.  All 98 members of our House are up for re-election.  Half our Senate is up for grabs.  We are asking all legislators and candidates to tour our facilities.  We want them to see for themselves the nature of our residents, their needs and how they are supported within the existing system.  Many who have toured comment “They lied to me”.  We won’t go into the who “They” are.

Our goal is to have the RHCs looked at with a broader vision.  With funding being an issue, we look to expanding the uses of the RHCs as resource centers for residents and their community counterparts.  


This has been an on-going issue for nearly 7 years.  The Northern Virginia Training Center model has been shown to the various Secretaries of DSHS and the Director of Division of Developmental Disabilities as a working solution to the needs of the DD population.  It is also an idea that hasn’t gone anywhere.  However, we now have legislators who are listening.  They see the value in the services at the RHCs.  They also understand how similar services are either not available in the Community or are available at exorbitant costs.


It will be a struggle, but there is a market for the services and supports that exist in the RHCs.  All we need to do is convince our legislature of the economy of scale within the RHC system.  Then, we will extend those services to those in need.
Terri Anderson, State Coordinator  

