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 There have been no significant South Carolina DDSN policy changes regarding ICFs over the past year. 

 South Carolina is still touting its ranking on the UCP Report:   

o Ranked 12th* in the United States and higher than any other southeastern state in the United Cerebral 

Palsy (UCP) 2013 report, The Case for Inclusion.  * (SC just moved up to 6th in new, 2014 UCP Report) 

 The remainder of this report provided information from a SC/DDSN perspective as of Sep 2013: 

 

 SC DDSN currently serves approximately 33,500 eligible persons with intellectual disabilities and related 

disabilities, autism, head injury and spinal cord injury. Approximately 85 percent of these individuals live at 

home with their families or in their own home. Of the individuals served who have an intellectual 

disability/related disability or autism, 72 percent live with family compared to 58 percent nationally.  

 During the year, 258 individuals were removed from the DDSN critical waiting list. The result was their 

harmful situations were resolved, most frequently by appropriate out-of-home placement using the least 

restrictive setting.  

 SC DDSN Assisted 70 residents of the agency’s regional centers in moving successfully to community settings 

based on their expressed preference. The results were honoring consumer/family choice, compliance with the 

U.S. Supreme Court’s Olmstead decision and provision of less expensive residential services.  

 DDSN provides 24-hour residential care for individuals with the most complex, severe disabilities in the 

regional centers (ICFs) it operates located in Columbia, Clinton, Summerville, Florence, and Hartsville. DDSN 

also provides services to eligible individuals in their home communities through contracts with its statewide 

network of service providing agencies. Most of these agencies are Disabilities and Special Needs boards which 

are created by state statute and county ordinance. Other qualified community providers are private entities. 

 Assured only individuals with the most significant and complex needs reside at the regional centers. More than 

84 percent of the individuals residing at the centers have severe or profound disabilities whereas nationally 76 

percent of individuals served in similar facilities in other states have severe or profound disabilities.  

 Redirected an additional $2.1 million of service funds from regional centers to local community services and 

reduced fifty (50) permanent workforce positions (FTEs). Since DDSN began its “Money Follows the 

Individual (MFI)” initiative, more than $69 million has been redirected to less expensive service alternatives 

over time and resulted in the reduction of more than 2,100 FTEs  

 Reduced the net census at regional centers by 3.2 percent and the number of people served in community 

Intermediate Care Facilities for Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities by 5 percent.  

 Maintained regional center per diems below the national average. DDSN’s institutional rate is 41 percent less 

than the national average rate and 21 percent less than the southeastern average.  

 DDSN Operating Locations:  Operations are located in all 46 counties of the state and include regional centers 

located in Columbia, Clinton, Summerville, Florence, and Hartsville, 39 Disabilities and Special Needs boards 

serving local counties, district offices in Clinton and Summerville, and central administration in Columbia.  

 DDSN Employees:   

o 1,884 Classified/Unclassified Employees located throughout South Carolina  

o 216 Temporary Employees utilized periodically to cover existing vacancies and FTE employee absences 

due to injury/illness. Temporary position creation is not authorized to permanently supplement 
workforce.  

o 8,046 Contract Employees (DDSN contracts with its statewide provider network to administer services 
to DDSN eligible individuals.)  
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Program 

Number and 

Title 

Major program Area 

Purpose 
FY 11-12  

Budget expenditures 
FY 12-13  

Budget expenditures 

Intellectual 

Disabilities 

Community 

Residential  

 

Residential care 

provided to consumers 

in the least restrictive 

environment based on 

needs of the consumer. 

This residential care 

consists of 24-hour care 

with range of care 

based on medical and 

behavioral needs of 

consumers.  

 

State:  40,102,119  

Federal:  0  

Other:  166,051,832  

Total:  206,153,951  

% of Total 

Budget:  

44%  

 

State:  49,987,305  

Federal:  0  

Other:  166,920,932  

Total:  216,908,237  

% of Total 

Budget:   

45%  

 

Regional 

Centers  

 

Regional residential 

centers provide 24-hour 

care and treatment to 

individuals with 

intellectual 

disabilities/related 

disabilities or autism 

with more complex, 

severe disabilities.  

 

State:  51,557,149  

Federal:  76,465  

Other:  35,855,801  

Total:  87,489,415  

% of Total 

Budget:  

19%  

 

State:  52,576,970  

Federal:  43,035  

Other:  33,614,554  

Total:  86,234,559  

% of Total 

Budget:  

18%  

 

Intellectual 

Disabilities 

Family 

Support Adult 

Development 

and Supported 

Employment  

 

Service consists of 

center based workshop 

providing training and 

skill development in a 

workshop environment 

and on-the-job training 

in a normal work place. 

Participants are paid 

wages based on their 

ability to produce.  

 

State:  12,528,997  

Federal:  0  

Other:  28,092,307  

Total:  40,621,304  

% of Total 

Budget:  

9%  

 

State:  13,458,453  

Federal:  0  

Other:  30,184,818  

Total:  43,643,271  

% of Total 

Budget:  

9%  

 

Intellectual 

Disabilities 

Family 

Support In-

Home Family 

Support  

 

Family support services 

prevent the breakup of 

families; prevent the 

development of crisis 

situations and the 

resulting expensive out-

of-home placement for 

individuals with severe 

lifelong disabilities.  

 

State:  22,054,285  

Federal:  838  

Other:  8,578,805  

Total:  30,633,928  

% of Total 

Budget:  

6%  

 

State:  23,374,574  

Federal:  0  

Other:  7,077,090  

Total:  30,451,664  

% of Total 

Budget:  

6%  
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Consistent with consumer preference and choice, DDSN continues to redirect residential services from regional 

centers to local community services. Shifting these resources is also more cost-effective and efficient. South 

Carolina continues to reduce institutional capacity at a greater rate than the Southeast and United States averages. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

The statewide census (funded/not actual) as of March 2014 is 712 (Whitten-210, Pee Dee/Saleeby-188, 

Coastal-160, Midlands-154).  
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