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Our primary focus in the state of Missouri is reversing the policy of no new long term admissions to our state-run 
ICFs/IID habilitation centers.   Our Director of Developmental Disabilities states that by offering private ICFs/IID, 
state and federal laws of choice are satisfied.   
 
However, one of our guardians assessed the buildings and neighborhoods of the private ICFs/IID addresses given to 
us.  He found that three of the six addresses were four family apartment buildings that had no exterior devices to 
assist any developmentally/intellectually disabled resident.  They are in neighborhoods that are located in and 
around high crime areas.   
 
Two addresses listed as "private provider ICF/IID facilities" were actually corporate offices.  They had no residents 
living at them. 
 
One address was actually appropriate. I took a tour of the facility and presented VOR information to their board 
members.  The home was very welcoming and attractive, but the neighborhood has several abandoned buildings 
within a block away.  
 
Clearly, by offering inadequate private ICFs/IID, the state of Missouri is not offering real choice. 
 
There have been closures of facilities:  Nevada Habilitation Center in 2011, and Northwest Habilitation Center in 
2012.  Many families chose to be transferred to a remaining facility, some have gone to community living. 
 
Some good news is that in July 2012 four new 8-bedroom homes were opened on the Bellefontaine Habilitation 
Center.  Residents have their own bedroom, a large great room/kitchen for meals and recreation, a nurse’s station 
inside each home, and a laundry room in each home.  A long corridor connects the homes to the multi-purpose 
building for programming.  These homes are beautiful with state of the art equipment.  The residents and staff are 
greatly enjoying their new surroundings.  This is where my brother lives, and it is truly like a dream come true.   
 
There was much opposition over the last 4 years to these new buildings. Strong leadership by Missouri State 
Senator Tim Green, Missouri State Representative Gina Walsh and Governor Jay Nixon, and persistent legislative 
testimony of concerned family members won out in the end. 
 
All remaining ICFs/IID will be getting some renovations this year, giving us hope that they are not slated for closure 
in the near future. 
 
There are plans to upgrade the Fulton State Mental Hospital – which is home to some dually diagnosed persons. 
 
Because VOR is undertaking a standards of living initiative in all living environments, it brought to mind a 2008 law 
enacted in Missouri.  I’m not sure how much this law is being enforced at this time.  Part of It states:  
 
Group homes and facilities subject to federal and state law--workers subject to training requirements--rulemaking 
authority.  

633.300. 1. All group homes and developmental disability facilities as defined in section 633.005 shall be subject to 
all applicable federal and state laws, regulations, and monitoring, including but not limited to sections 630.705 to 
630.805.  

2. All mental health workers, as defined in subdivision (8) of section 210.900, shall be subject to the same training 
requirements established for state mental health workers with comparable positions in public group homes and 
mental health facilities. Such required training shall be paid for by the employer.  

3. Group homes and developmental disability facilities shall be subject to the same medical errors reporting 
requirements of other mental health facilities and group homes.  


