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Family-initiated programs and housing projects meet opposition from the ARC 
Michigan and other state advocacy organizations 
http://theddnewsblog.blogspot.com/2013/09/the-arc-michigan-to-state-stop-funding.html  
 
The ARC Michigan, United Cerebral Palsy of Metro Detroit, Michigan Protection and 
Advocacy Services, the Epilepsy Foundation of Michigan, the Autism Society of Michigan, 
and the Michigan Disability Rights Coalition have opposed the use of Medicaid Home and 
Community Based Service funds for congregate care in new residential communities 
initiated and developed by family groups on the grounds that these communities are too 
insititutional.  
 
Michigan advocacy organizations appear to have decided that only by limiting the number 
of disabled people that associate with each other in one place, can we assure their 
integration into "the community". This is based on a common misinterpretation of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and the US Supreme Court Olmstead decision that all 
congregate settings are discriminatory.  
 
In a letter to the Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH), dated September 3, 
2013 these organizations contended that the existence of these new projects reverses 
policies "in the direction of integration and inclusion…" They find them "unwarranted and 
frightening", calling the "demand" for public dollars "a form of blackmail.. [Residents] will 
be isolated, segregated and served in institution-like situations, albeit a private one, using 
public dollars." 
 
One such project is Benjamin’s Hope, a community in Holland, Michigan, for people with 
autism and other developmental disabilities.  Within two week of the advocacy groups 
sending their letter to the MDCH, Benjamin’s Hope celebrated its grand opening. More than 
1,000 people from the community enthusiastically showed their support by participating in 
the event. In addition, a State Senator and State Representative presented a tribute 
honoring the non-profit that was signed by Lt. Governor Brian Calley whose daughter has 
autism. 
 
None of the signers of the letter to the MDCH had visited Benjamin’s Hope nor had they 
bothered to talk to the director or the residents and their families about it. 
 
Whether these projects will continue to receive funding under a new rule from the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services that limits the types of settings that will qualify for 
funding,  depends on how the state decides to interpret the rule and whether it will be 
acceptable to the CMS. 

 

http://theddnewsblog.blogspot.com/
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Michigan Expands Medicaid Coverage 
 
In August 2014, Michigan expanded Medicaid coverage to low-income people earning up to 
133% of poverty level, but delayed coverage until April 1st, 2014, costing the state an 
estimated $7 million per day in federal funds that would have covered health care for this 
low-income population from Jan 1st through March 2014. 
 
The vast majority of adults with developmental disabilities already meet the eligibility 
criteria for Medicaid, but many people with mental illness who can work, at least 
sporadically, have a harder time qualifying. Medicaid expansion will provide Medicaid to 
mentally ill people who meet the income criteria and also make them eligible for Medicaid-
funded mental health services. It should also have a significant impact on low-wage 
caregivers who do not currently have health insurance. 
 
Steep cuts to Detroit area mental health budgets  
 
$15 million was cut from the budget for the Detroit/Wayne County Community Mental 
Health Authority. The cuts were effective October 1, 2013 but were not announced until 
September 27, 2013! “…This timing comes from an administration that wants to run the 
state like a business. No successful business does such poor planning that it announces 
policy shifts and budget actions of this magnitude 3 days before a budget cycle.” [from Ed 
Diegel of DD Advocates of Michigan] 
 
Other problems with the Detroit/Wayne County area: the biggest provider organization, 
Community Living Services, has been imposing their ideology of full inclusion on residents 
with developmental disabilities and not approving funding for congregate settings including 
day programs and skill building programs. Other service providers accommodate people 
who want and need these services. Part of the problem is that Dohn Hoyle, the Executive 
Director of the ARC Michigan, serves as the Chair of the CLS Board of Directors, giving at 
least the appearance of a conflict of interest between advocacy for individuals with 
disabilities and advocacy for a provider of services.  
  
Plan for Dual Eligibles or people covered by both Medicaid and Medicare  
 
Michigan’s plan for integrating the care of dual eligibles has been reduced to include 4 
regions of the state (including the Detroit area) and will begin to go into effect on July 1, 
2014, although it is not clear yet how the pilot program will proceed. 

Michigan Employment First Policy: One size fits all?  

An Employment First policy that was approved by the Michigan DD Council was sent to the 
state and recommended for statewide implementation. It has been stalled by the state, 
however. The policy would promote integrated community employment, with the 
implication that sheltered workshops would eventually be phased out. 
 
Bob Brown, a parent of an adult with developmental disabilities and a member of the DD 
Council wrote to James Haveman, the Director of MDCH, voicing his concern that if changes 
were not made, the document would lead "…to an outcome that restricts and diminishes an 
individual's choices rather than expanding them." Bob is most concerned that the policy as 



currently worded will be used to eliminate the choice, based on individual need and 
preferences, for programs where people like his daughter receive community-employment 
through a center-based program that also offers skill-building services for people with 
cognitive disabilities.  

Michigan disability advocates caught up in a campaign financing scandal 

See: http://theddnewsblog.blogspot.com/2014/04/michigan-disability-advocates-and.html 

[Proposal 4 was a ballot proposal that was voted on and defeated in the November 2012 election. 

Among other things, it would have written union representation (by the SEIU) for Home Help 

Workers into the Michigan Constitution and reinstated a coalition of advocacy groups to 

represent the employers of Home Help Workers, people who are elderly or disabled and eligible 

for Medicaid, in collective bargaining with the SEIU. 75% of Home Help Workers in Michigan 

are family members or close friends of the person receiving the service.]  

The Michigan Secretary of State Ruth Johnson found that the Service Employees International 

Union (the SEIU), formerly the labor union representing Medicaid-funded Home Help Workers, 

and the treasurers for two campaign committees violated the Michigan Financing Act in 

promoting a ballot proposal in the November 2012 election. 

"Secretary of State Ruth Johnson’s office slapped the labor union with a $199,000 fine for 

multiple campaign finance violations after it used a nonprofit corporation to funnel $9.36 million 

in contributions into a ballot campaign seeking the passage of Proposal 4 in 2012. The fine is the 

second largest in Michigan elections history...” 

The treasurer for the ballot campaign was Dohn Hoyle, the Executive Director of the ARC 

Michigan. The campaign committee received nearly all its funding from another non-profit that 

was funded entirely by the SEIU. Norman DeLisle, the Executive Director of the Michigan 

Disability Rights Coalition, was the treasurer of the second committee.  

By not filing paperwork in a timely manner, the two committees were able to conceal the funding 

from the SEIU for the campaign until after the 2012 election. 

 

"The ballot campaign, Citizens for Affordable Quality Home Care, received nearly all of its 

funding from a single company called Home Care First Inc., which received its funding from 

SEIU and Michigan-based affiliates, according to a Bureau of Elections investigation. 

"The state found SEIU and campaign treasurers for the two committees violated the 
Michigan Campaign Finance Act for 49 transactions of commingling funds in multiple bank 
accounts, 31 contributions involving incomplete or inaccurate campaign statements and 
three late contribution reports.” 
 
Proposal 4 was defeated in the November 2012 election. 
 
For more information on Proposal 4, see 
http://theddnewsblog.blogspot.com/search/label/Prop%204%202012  
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