OPINION
A Big Election Year in Virginia

Register, research,
vote. And vote again.

very year is an election year in Vir-
ginia.
Here are a few examples that dem-
onstrate that while elections are
ubiquitous in Virginia, they are neither simple
nor unimportant. Wade in, a lot depends on
figuring this out and voting. This is not in-
tended to be a comprehensive list of candi-
dates.

The choices begin April 23.

Almost every state and local elected office
in Virginia will be in play. Democrats will
choose their candidates in the primary on June
9. Republicans will choose candidates for in-
dividual offices at caucuses, firehouse prima-
ries and conventions, beginning April 23 and
finishing by June 9.
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For example, the Republican candidate for
Sully District supervisor will be chosen in a
firehouse primary on Saturday, April 25 at
Westfield High School, with three candidates
seeking the nomination to replace retiring
Michael Frey. The three candidates are Brian
Schoeneman, John Guevara and John
Litzenberger, and the winner will likely face
Democrat Cathy Smith on Nov. 3. Smith is va-
cating her Sully District School Board seat to
run for Sully District supervisor.

This year’s elections begin May 5 with elec-
tions in the Town of Vienna with three candi-
dates vying for three positions on the Vienna
Town Council. For more, see http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/
upcoming.htm .

IN FAIRFAX COUNTY, all 10 members of the
Board of Supervisors are on the ballot includ-

ing district members and the chairman. Also
on the ballot: all members of the School Board
including district members and three at-large
members; Constitutional Officers Sheriff, Clerk
of Court and Commonwealth’s Attorney; and
three members of the Northern Virginia Soil
and Water Conservation District Board Direc-
tors.

Every seat in the Virginia General Assembly
will be on the ballot, including all State Sen-
ate and House of Delegates seats. With sev-
eral key retirements, including Del. Rob
Krupicka (D), Del. Tom Rust (R) and Sen.
Toddy Puller (D), it’s clear that there will be
some change. Del. Scott Surovell (D) will give
up his seat to run for Puller’s Senate seat, so
the musical chairs continue.

— MARY KiMM
MKIMM@CONNECTIONNE\X/SPAPERSACOM: ON
TWITTER @M/—\RYK[MM

On the Banks of Bull Run 150 Years Ago

By PAuL GILBERT
ExecuTivE DIRECTOR OF NOVA PARKS

ne hundred and fifty years ago, on

the same day General Lee surren-

dered at Appomattox, Fairfax County
witnessed the last gun battle of the war.

Just five months earlier, Confederate Colo-
nel John Mosby had been authorized to ex-
pand his force that had effectively harassed the
Federal forces around Washington. On Satur-
day, April 8, half of Mosby’s force left Upperville
on a mission to attack a train on its way to
Alexandria. On Sunday, April 9, the same day
Generals Lee and Grant were meeting to sign
the Confederates’ surrender, the Southern
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Failing Those -eg

Rangers were nearing Burke where they were
going to attack the train station. At this time,
the Federal forces at Fairfax Station heard of
Mosby’s forces and sent the 11™ Illinois Cav-
alry under Captain Warner to intercept them.

For four or five miles, the two groups engaged
in a galloping fight. Once they formed into
battle lines against each other, but the rest of
the time Union Cavalry chased Mosby’s Rang-
ers towards Bull Run, the stream that served
as an informal dividing line between the Fairfax
County that was under Federal control, and
Prince William and Loudoun Counties that were
less secure from a Union perspective.

Mosby’s forces crossed the stream at Wolf
Run Shoals in the Clifton area, and the Union

nity placement op-

tions for family mem- charge all over again.

mately start the process of dis-

forces did not chase them any farther.

The next day, two of Mosby’s Rangers who
had been involved in this fight were talking
and Lieutenant James Wiltshire remarked, “has
it never struck you as being a notable fact that
the first big fight of the war occurred on Bull
Run and the last shots of the war in Virginia
were fired on the banks of that same stream?”
The bookends to the Civil War in Virginia that
Wiltshire was referring to was the First Battle
of Manassas, and this last fight in Fairfax
County the day that Lee was surrendering 150
miles away.

Today NOVA Parks owns most of the Fairfax
County side of the Bull Run and Occoquan riv-
ers, an area rich in history.

someone’s severely disable child
hundreds of miles away not be in

Most in Need

To the Editor:

My name is Maurine
Houser and I am writing in
response to your article
[“Moving: From Institution
to Community”] printed on
April 2 regarding the
Northern Virginia Training
Center.

I am the younger sister and
guardian of my 57-year-old
brother Kim Houser. Until recently,
he resided at the Northern Virginia
Training Center. Kim is non-verbal,
non-ambulatory without assis-
tance, has the cognitive ability of
a nine month old and is medically
fragile.

Your article states that the state
Department of Behavioral Health
and Developmental Services has
provided a multitude of commu-

CONTRIBUTED
Kim Houser

bers. However, it has
been my experience
and others that the
placements offered
are inappropriate and
do not have the skills
Or supports necessary
for the medically dis-
abled and behavior-
ally challenged popu-
lation remaining at the Northern
Virginia Training Center to sur-
vive. Not only are the placements
unrealistic, they are not in North-
ern Virginia. My brother was of-
fered placements in Williamsburg
and Petersburg, Va., that were not
in line with the standards of care
suitable for him. My other alter-
native was to allow the State of
Virginia to relocate Kim to the
Central Virginia Training Center in
Lynchburg, Va,, which the state in-
tends on closing in 2020 and ulti-
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I came to realize unless I was
proactive on behalf of my brother,
his future would be severely com-
promised. Through my own re-
search and efforts, I connected
with Good Neighbor Community
Services who are now caring for
my brother in Spotsylvania, Va.
The discharge process was exten-
sive, cumbersome and extremely
emotional. None of the profession-
als could predict the future of the
Medicaid Waiver, which is now my
brother’s source of funding, nor
anticipate how he would react to
anew home, staff and routine. The
discharge process encompassed a
seven-month period; including but
not limited to 20 state employees.

I feel fortunate I have found a
provider that will take good care
of my brother. However, I fear that
the remaining residents will not be
so lucky. How can moving

violation of the American with Dis-
abilities Act? The populations at
the training centers are aging and
many individuals have elderly par-
ents who will be unable to see
their children due to travel con-
straints. Similarly, Virginia re-
mains glaringly non-compliant
with the U.S. Department of
Justice’s findings as highlighted by
the increase of individuals waiting
for Medicaid Waiver funds and
services. The process of
deinstitutionalization in theory
may work for most individuals but
for those who are the 1 percent a
hasty, underfunded, unsupported
process will result in catastrophe
as did the rapid
deinstitutionalization and nonex-
istent funding for the mentally ill.

Maurine Houser
Reston
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