
 
 

Dear VOR Members and Friends, 

 

Your VOR membership and financial support are greatly appreciated! 
 

As a member of VOR, you know the difference between talk and action.  For 27 years, VOR has 

supported a full continuum of residential options and individual and family decision-making rights.    
 

Choice remains under siege. The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) has assumed the mantel of our 

greatest threat, seeking ICF/MR closures in several states, including Virginia, Georgia, Illinois and 

Arkansas. Thanks to VOR, H.R. 2032 now calls for individual and family decision-making authority in 

P&A and DOJ actions, and VOR has provided legal advocacy in states impacted by federal lawsuits. 

To curb these activities nationally, we have called on Congress to halt these actions and condition 

federal funding on respect for choice.  
 

DOJ is not invincible.  Forceful families and VOR support helped dismiss a DOJ case in Arkansas 

and secure a better settlement in Illinois. The action in Virginia presents our best opportunity yet to 

dismantle DOJ’s ideology and misuse of Olmstead. Families have hired Tom York, the same 

attorney who won against DOJ in Arkansas. Already, they have gained intervention on behalf of 

their family members with a federal judge agreeing that ICF/MR residents have a federally protected 

right, under Olmstead and the ADA, to receive the appropriate care of their choice.”  Intervenors, 

supported by letters from more than 100 families and a VOR statement in support of choice and family 

decision-making, also secured potential improvements to a settlement agreement proposed by DOJ and 

the State. http://www.dailypress.com/news/virginia/sns-ap-va--disabledhousing,0,3868230.story 

Negotiations for a final agreement are still pending, but families will have a seat at the table.  
 

Success in Virginia will send a strong message to DOJ, states and courts across the country. 

Recognizing its national significance, VOR has already provided significant assistance by –  
 

 Reviewing extensive legal filings (see, http://www.vor.net/get-help/legal-resources);  

 Helping to involve experts who have effectively challenged cost savings assumptions;  

 Compiling compelling letters from families that were used in the families’ legal filings; 

 Speaking to several reporters about the settlement’s potential impact on fragile residents; and  

 Submitting a declaration and formal comment to the court against DOJ, Virginia, and Arc-US.  
 

VOR’s legal advocacy program is making a big difference in many states. VOR is the only national 

voice for choice in these legal debates. We must remain effective.   
 

Will you help with a financial contribution today? No amount is too small. Collectively we can 

make a difference.  Thank you in advance for your support.  

 

With gratitude, 
 

Sybil Finken       Ann Knighton  

Sybil Finken, Co-President, VOR  Ann Knighton, Co-President, VOR  
 

P.S. Choice Matters. As VOR’s Tamie Hopp remarked, “A win in Virginia would be a game 

changer.”  Please consider what you can do to help with a financial donation today! 

My CONTRIBUTION will help VOR’s legal advocacy and other programs grow well into the future! 
 

My CONTRIBUTION is enclosed:  ____$1,000    ____$500    ____$250    ____$100   ____$50   $____Other 
 

A check made payable to VOR is enclosed or you can use your credit card: ____Visa ____Mastercard____Discover   
 

__________________________________________________________________      Expiration date:__________ 

Credit card number 
 

Three digit security code:_______     Amt to Charge: $_____________ 
 

Signature:_________________________________________________________________      
                        
Please help us keep our information current and update any address changes:         LAVA12 

                                            

__________________________________________________________________________________________             
 

Phone number:_______________________________ Email Address:__________________________________                   
 

Please Mail to:  

VOR 

836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351 

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007                                                                                                                              

http://www.dailypress.com/news/virginia/sns-ap-va--disabledhousing,0,3868230.story
http://www.vor.net/get-help/legal-resources

