Georgia State Report 2010
By Ann Knighton, VOR Second Vice President 
President Sims, Members of the Executive Committee, Board Members, VOR Staff, and members. Ladies and gentlemen. 

My name is Ann Knighton. I bring greetings from the State of Georgia.

I am excited, enthused and delighted to be here at this 2010 annual VOR meeting and legislative thrust.

I am excited because now is the time to stand and be counted.  Now is the time to make our voices known. Now is the time to step up to the plate, rise to the issues, and say with gusto, “If not now, when?” 

And, so I speak to you about the challenging state of affairs for the State of Georgia.

We continue to work on the issues to become organized as a statewide family council.

It was the first weekend in October 2009 that we had our annual family picnic, and our very own Julie Huso and Irene Welch attended the function. Julie represented VOR by speaking on issues that are of concern to families like the urgency of keeping the ICFs/MR intact and not dismantling them. 
We have met as a Council every quarter.

In November 2009, Tamie Hopp and I had a conference call with the director of the Office of Civil Rights for the Department of Human Resources in Atlanta, Georgia. The issue is and was the Complaint that I filed with the Department because the governor - the Honorable Sonny Perdue – made the decision on his own without consulting family members to close all of the ICFs/MR in Georgia. 

It was due to this Complaint that I filed on behalf of my daughter, Erica, who has profound mental retardation, that we had the conference call. Thank you, Tamie, for all your support.

The Council knows the urgency of being more politically active, and so in July 2009 we attended the annual meeting of the Georgia Legislative Black Caucus. Because of the Town Hall meeting that was held, we were able to raise some questions about the Governor’s decision to close the ICFs/MR in Georgia and make them aware of some of the things for which they had voted.

This is an election year, and upon returning from VOR, it will be our time to work with state legislators to have a forum with those running for office to have them know our concerns and issues. 

I do not hesitate to tell you that it was two days before our family picnic in 2009 that the state’s medical school, the Medical College of Georgia, took over the ICF/MR where Erica lives. It is now called the East Central Georgia Health Care Facility, formerly known as Gracewood State School and Hospital.

e now have an advisory council composed of several members from the Council, as well as persons who represent the mental health community, and the high functioning clients at GSSH. 

Therefore, as a result of these issues, 

We continue our journey of speaking;

 Carrying a banner;  and

 Knowing on behalf of these precious jewels that our drums have yet to be beaten, our voices get to be heard, our songs have not been sung, our poetry has not been written, as we do our own introduction and ask within ourselves, if we are not for the mentally retarded, who are we?

If we are will not be for the mentally retarded, what are we?

And, if not now, when? 
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