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Since we were last together it has been a very busy year for those of us in Arkansas who 
advocate on behalf of the intellectually and developmentally disabled population. As with so 
many of you here today, one of the most serious challenges we have faced during the past 12 
months is the never ending battle to keep the doors of our human development centers open. I 
am proud to announce that thus far we have been successful in that endeavor, but it is sad that 
so much of our time and energy must be used in fighting to keep what I hope are well intended, 
yet totally misguided, individuals from closing our doors. 
 
Today, Arkansas still operates five public ICF/MR’s. Since our very successful results in the 
Department of Justice’s lawsuit against the State and Conway Human Development Center a 
couple of years ago, the federal government has pretty much left our Centers alone, but we still 
face opposition from within our state. A protection and advocacy group, the Disability Rights 
Center of Arkansas (DRC), constantly monitors all five HDC’s and seems to look for every 
opportunity to negatively attack them. Their most recent focus has been on Booneville, which is 
the state’s oldest human development center, facilities wise, and is in need of some capital 
improvements.  DRC recently recruited a new Executive Director who visited the facility and 
openly admitted his strong opposition to what is commonly referred to by them as 
“institutional living”. 
 
In Arkansas we have a state-wide coalition called Family and Friends of Care Facility Residents 
(FF/CFR) who advocate primarily on behalf of the five Centers in our State. We clearly 
understand the importance of grassroots efforts in achieving objectives. This past year we 
almost doubled the number of FF/CFR Board members in order to present a local presence 
around the entire state.   We began scheduling our quarterly board meetings at each of the five 
public ICF campuses, in conjunction with the facility’s Parent/Guardian Group meeting, in order 
to better support their individual goals and initiatives. A revised and updated state-wide data 
base of parents and guardians has enabled us to keep family members from all five centers 
better informed. Another commitment of the FF/CFR Board was to have members attend all 
Division of Developmental Service (DDS) Board meetings. This Board is appointed by the 
Governor and sets policies for the five public ICF’s.  Our comments, concerns, and requests 
during these meeting appear to be appreciated and have been very well received. 
 
Arkansas is currently planning major changes in how they will offer and fund Medicaid services 
in the future. As part of a state “Payment Improvement Initiative” program, Arkansas has 
applied for federal financial incentive grants that will provide additional matching Medicaid 
dollars but requires a universal tool for accessing all Medicaid recipients.  Our state chose an 
assessment tool known as “interRai” and began using it late last year.  The process has raised a 
lot of serious concerns and to date, no result of any assessment has been made available to us.  
Our group is closely reviewing the overall program and has submitted concerns and objections 



relating to it, along with written appeals.  FF/CFR members have participated in dozens of 
Medicaid reform group meetings concerning the Medicaid reforms. While we are pleased that 
our State will be receiving additional Medicaid matching monies for its community-based 
programs, I personally believe it is wrong when our federal government offers generous 
financial incentives that will encourage states to close its licensed and certified public facilities. 
 
At least two of our board members, and often many others, practically lived at the State Capitol 
during the recently concluded Legislative session. Highlighted activities included: 
 
1.) Monitoring all legislative hearings relating to Arkansas’ participation in federal financial 
incentive grants. 
2.) Attending key legislative committee meetings and preparing and presenting testimony in 
support of public ICF’s and parent/guardian positions. 
3.) Scheduling and attending several meetings with individual legislators and/or small legislative 
groups, to address capital improvement needs at the Booneville Human Development Center. 
4.) Meeting with the Governor just last week to thank him for his support of the HDC’s and to 
make a final plea for money from General Improvement Funds for the Booneville facility. 
 
In addition to the work within the state, we have also found time to get involved in some 
national issues. National highlights include: 
 
1.) Working with colleagues in other states and submitting comments/recommendations on 
Department of Justice testimony regarding ADA, Olmstead, and the DD Act. 
2.) Testifying before the U.S. House Committee on Appropriations for Department of Justice. 
3.) Communicating with and providing information to Congressman Griffin’s office concerning 
his questioning of attorney General Holder before the House Judiciary Committee. 
(CONGRESSMAN GRIFFIN’S QUESTIONS TO ATTORNEY GENERAL HOLDER CAN BE VIEWED ON 
YOUTUBE, JUNE 2012, POSTED UNDER- REPRESENTATIVE TIM GRIFFIN, “GRIFFIN QUESTIONS 
HOLDER OVER DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE CONWAY DEVELOPMENT CENTER SUIT”.) 
4.) Submitting information and objections through Congressman Griffin’s office relating to 
Assistant Attorney General Tom Perez’s testimony before the House Judiciary Committee on 
the DOJ’s “ADA and Olmstead Enforcement.” 
5.) Monitoring the DD Act programs and submitting proposed amendments to the DD Act to the 
U.S. House Energy & Commerce Committee. 
6.) Conducting numerous communications with the Arkansas Congressional delegation, keeping 
them informed of our in-state concerns. 
7.) Providing written support for the nomination of one of our Board Members to a position on 
the National Committee on Long Term Care. 
8.) Responding to different advocacy requests from VOR. 
Last but not least; 
9.) Encouraging attendance at this year’s VOR Conference and raising funds for expenses so six 
members could attend.  AND WE ARE SO PROUD TO BE HERE! 
 
Darrell Pickney 


