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        Dear VOR Patrons, 
 

    I wish I could be with you guys this year, but finances and health problems are 

prohibiting me. By now I was hoping someone from Alabama would step up to the plate 

to take my reigns. We had a Family organization, ‘Patrons of Partlow’ that we closed in 

2013, and threw its support to VOR. 
 

    Alabama’s main institution for the disabled was Partlow State Hospital, with 151 

Patients. Partlow was land rich, with 1067 acres donated thru the years by families who 

had disabled Children. Also the City of Tuscaloosa Jaycees donated 160 acres with a lake, 

“Camp Partlow.” 
 

    Partlow was also rich in medical expertise in the disabled field that equaled clinical 

research. No other entity, University level or State level could compete with Partlow’s 

medical staff. The State and Universities in fact were case research derived from Partlow. 

Because of the Med-staff, Partlow served as an evaluation and community respite center.   
 

    Partlow the Facility surpassed any institution in the country, with a specialized 

Olympic-sized pool, academic and industrial schools, and the ‘Bear Bryant’ chapel. All 

this within eighth of a mile of Tuscaloosa’s hospital, and the University of Alabama, the 

majority built in the last 30 years. All this facility was built from the hearts of the people, 

sports celebrities, the former Wallace Governor’s, and the famous civil rights Eleventh 

District Federal Judge, Frank Johnson.   
 

     It was no surprise the State wanted to close Partlow, or any other disabled care unit. 

After ADA’s ruling to deinstitutionize in the 1970’s, Alabama passed a State law, that for 

no reason of ‘Proration’ money problems, could Partlow or Sercey Hospitals be closed. 

With the old guard gone, on March 3, 2011, Alabama’s new Governor, Robert Bentley, 

contrary to his campaign promise, announced the closing of Partlow in 6 months, because 

of Proration. Without a plan for community placement it took 6 more months, but the real 

problem was the 10 cruel deaths that we know of. We went to State Court to the tune of 

$30k, being thrown out for no reason. The Governor got what he wanted, retiring and 

firing 450 workers, and gaining 1300 acres, and the University of Alabama getting the 67 

acre Partlow campus. 
 

    Last year I cited Psalm 82. Read it. It’s pointed at those in charge and there will be a 

judgment day. Thank You for participation in Washington, D.C. for VOR in 2014. 

 

Sincerely, 

          David McRae 
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